TENNESSEE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS

511 Union Street, Suite 525
Nashville, TN 37219

www.tnble.org
BLE. Administrator@tncourts.gov

NOTICE OF UPDATED REQUIREMENTS
FOR JULY 2026 EXAMINATION APPLICANTS

Dear Applicant,

Due to a recent change in the Tennessee Code, applicants for a license and admission to
practice law in Tennessee must be a United States citizen or a qualified alien as defined in
Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-58-102(3). In order to release your scores and for you to be licensed
and admitted in Tennessee, you must provide the Board proof that you are a United States
citizen or a qualified alien by uploading the documents to the item in your July
2026 Synergy application labeled, “Applicant Additional Documentation,” on or before
4:00 p.m., CDT, Monday, September 21, 2026. The following is a list of qualifying
documents.

(1) Proof or United States citizenship shall consist one or more of the following:
(A) Applicant’s United States Passport;
(B) A certified copy of applicant’s birth certificate;
(C) A copy of applicant’s certificate of naturalization (Form N-550 or N-570); or

(D) Applicant’s certificate of citizenship (N-560 or N-561) or the Applicant’s
naturalization certificate number.

(2) Proof of status as a qualified alien within the meaning of Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-58-
102(3) shall consist of at least one (1) but preferably two (2) of the following unexpired
documents unless noted otherwise:

(A) Alien Number (A-number)/USCIS Number, a receipt number on an 1-797 Notice of
Action form, or a SEVIS ID number;

(B} Permanent Resident Card (Green Card) - Form I-551 which can include Form N-
400 - Application for Naturalization; Form I-75 - Petition to Remove Conditions on
Residence or Form [-829 — Petition by Investor to Remove Condition on



Permanent Resident Status showing extension of otherwise expired Green Card;
(C) Form I-797 Notice of Action, including Forms I-797 A-F;

(D) Foreign Passport with Temporary I-551 — Machine Readable Immigrant Visa that
has been endorsed and has not expired;

(E) Foreign Passport with Temporary I-551 — Permanent Resident Stamp

(F) PForm I-94 — Arrival/Departure Record in either electronic or paper format and
including the CBP Global Entry From I-94 and the paper form in Form I-797A;

(G) Form I-327 — Permit to Re-Enter Travel Document;
(H) Form I-571 — Refugee Travel Document;

(I) Form I-766 — Employment Authorization Document (EAD) and, if expired,
documentation showing that the validity period was automatically extended by
DHS; or the EAD and Form 1797 receipt notice for an EAD renewal that includes
language extending the validity period of the EAD;

(J) An unexpired Foreign Passport with an immigration stamp that has not expired;

(K) Form I-20 — Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status for
Academic and Language Students or for Vocational Students that has not expired;

(L) Form DS-2019 — Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor Status; and

(M) Form 1-385 — Alien Booking Record that includes a parole stamp endorsed by a
Customs and Border Protection or U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officer or a parole notation.

Please note that Forms I-220A, Form 1-220B, and Form 1-862 are not identity documents
and are not evidence of having an immigration status.

The Board is not permitted to license anyone who is not a citizen of the United States or
who is not a qualified alien. Therefore, any applicant who is not eligible because the
applicant is not a U.S. citizen or a qualified alien is not eligible to take the examination in
Tennessee. Consequently, an applicant who cannot prove U.S, citizenship or qualified
alien status will not receive a score.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS OR FAILURE TO SHOW
THAT YOU ARE LEGALLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES WILL RESULT IN DENIAL OF YOUR
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION IN TENNESSEE. YOUR SCORES WILL NOT BE RELEASED TO
YOU,




