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Article I — Name

This organization shall be known as the “Nashville School of Law Student Chapter of the
American Constitution Society,” or the “ACS NSL Student Chapter,” and is a chapter of the
American Constitution Society.

Article I — Mission and Activities

Section 1. The American Constitution Society (“ACS”) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational
organization. We believe that the Constitution is “of the people, by the people, and for the
people” and interpret the document based on its text and against the backdrop of history and
lived experience. Through a diverse nationwide network of progressive lawyers, law students,
judges, scholars and many others, we work to uphold the Constitution in the 21st Century by
ensuring that law is a force for protecting our democracy and the public interest and for
improving people’s lives.
Section 2. ACS and its growing network of members, student chapters, and lawyer chapters
realize the promises of the U.S. Constitution by:

*  building and leading a diverse legal community that dedicates itself to advancing

and defending democracy, justice, equality, and liberty;
* securing a government that serves the public interest; and

*  guarding against the abuse of law and the concentration of power.

Section 3. The ACS NSL Student Chapter shall engage only in activities consistent with ACS’s
mission, policies, and 501(c)(3) status. The ACS NSL Student Chapter shall not lobby, litigate, or
take positions on specific legislation or political nominations. The ACS NSL Student Chapter
shall engage in absolutely no partisan political activity. ACS and the ACS NSL Student Chapter
encourage their members to: express their views; disseminate their work to the legal community,
policymakers, the media, and the public; and engage in projects that will bring positive change
to the law.




Article ITIT — Membership

Membership shall be open to all Nashville School of Law students, faculty, and staff. Members
are encouraged to register as national ACS members at acslaw.orgfjoin. The current national
student membership rate is $10 per year.

Article IV — Execufive Board

Section 1. Powers. The Executive Board shall be empowered to transact the business of and to
exercise management of the ACS NSL Student Chapter. The Board shall have the power to
perform all appropriate and lawful acts not prohibited by law, by ACS National, or by this
Constitution and any Chapter by-laws.

Section 2. Composition. The Executive Board shall consist of the following five (5) voting officer
positions, plus four (4) non-voting Class Representatives:

* President

*  Vice President

s  Secretary/Historian

*  Treasurer

¢  Membership & Communications Chair

Non-voting Class Representatives: One representative from each of the 1L, 2L, 3L, and 4L
classes shall serve in an advisory and outreach capacity.

Section 3. Meetings. The Executive Board shall meet each semester, in person or otherwise, to
manage the activities of the ACS NSL Student Chapter. No business shall be transacted or
decisions made other than at a meeting at which a quorum composed of a majority of voting
board members (three of five) are present. Decisions at meetings will be made by a majority vote
of the voting board members present.

Section 4. General Duties. In addition to the specific responsibilities detailed below, each
member of the Executive Board shall promote and encourage membership in the ACS NSL
Student Chapter and work to ensure that all chapter programs, events, and projects are as
successful as possible.

Section 5. Officer Duties.

a. Faculty Advisor

The Faculty Advisor shall serve as a resource for ACS members, facilitate the acquisition of
speakers, and serve as a liaison between the local chapter and the advisors of American
Constitution Society chapters at other schools. The Faculty Advisor shall serve in a non-voting
advisory capacity on the Executive Board. The ACS NSL Student Chapter is honored to have




Former Judge Matt Sweeney serve as its founding Faculty Advisor.

b. President

The President shall call and preside over all ACS meetings; coordinate the overall operations,
strategy, and direction of the chapter; plan and organize all chapter programming, events, and
speaker engagements; serve as the primary liaison between the ACS NSL Student Chapter and
the Nashville School of Law administration; and serve as the primary point of contact with the
ACS national office.

¢. Vice President

The Vice President shall preside over meetings in the President’s absence and coordinate the
activities of the other board officers.

d. Secretary / Historian

The Secretary / Historian shall compile and maintain the minutes of all Executive Board
meetings and the records of the organization; keep a current list of members; update the ACS
national calendar with chapter events; and be responsible for notifying members of meetings
and chapter activities. The Secretary / Historian shall also maintain the chapter’s institutional
memory, including contacts, prior programming, speaker lists, and membership data, so that
each successive board does not have to start from scratch.

e. Treasurer

The Treasurer shall maintain the financial accounts and records of the chapter; set forth the
chapter’s budget; submit the chapter’s financial reports to the Student Bar Association according
to SBA guidelines; and coordinate any funding requests submitted to the ACS national office.

f. Membership & Communications Chair

The Membership & Communications Chair shall organize membership drives each semester
and as needed to recruit new members; manage the chaptet’s social media accounts and online
presence; develop and distribute promotional materials for chapter events, membership drives,
and general meetings; and coordinate outreach efforts to prospective members within the law
school and the broader Nashville legal community.

g. Class Representatives

One Class Representative from each of the 11, 2L, 3L, and 4L classes shall serve as a liaison
between their respective classmates and the Executive Board. Class Representatives shall be
responsible for outreach to their classmates about chapter activities, events, and membership
opportunities, and shall communicate the interests and concerns of their class to the board. Class
Representatives shall attend board meetings in an advisory capacity but shall not hold voting
rights on the Executive Board.




Section 6. Founding Year — Initial Appointments. Notwithstanding the election procedures
set forth in Section 7, the founding officers of the ACS NSL Student Chapter shall be self-
appointed by the founding members for the initial term beginning Fall 2026. This appointment
process reflects the practical realities of establishing a new chapter and is a recognized practice
among newly chartered ACS student chapters. All founding officer positions shall be subject to
the regular election process beginning in Spring 2027, as described in Section 7 below.

Section 7. Selection — Regular Elections. Beginning in Spring 2027 and each year thereafter,
ACS NSL Student Chapter officers shall be elected by a majority of the members present at the
election meeting. Notice of the election meeting shall be provided to the law school in advance.
Election meetings shall be scheduled in the spring semester, with the new board taking over at
the end of that semester. Each officer shall serve in their office/role for a term of one year.

Section 8. Removal. Officers may be removed for good cause by the unanimous vote of the
remaining voting members of the Executive Board.

Article V — Constitution, Amendments, and By-Laws

Section 1. Amendments to this Constitution and to the by-laws shall be adopted by a two-thirds
vote of the voting Executive Board members, except that no amendment shall be adopted
without the affirmative vote of both the President and the Faculty Advisor.

Section 2. This organization shall be governed by this Constitution, its by-laws, and the rules
and regulations of the American Constitution Society.

Section 3. This Constitution shall become effective upon its acceptance by the national ACS
office, as signified by the signature of the ACS National Representative in the space provided
below.
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