
NSL News

Revered Public Servant, Estate Expert Join Faculty

Bringing singular perspectives 

and expertise, former Tennessee 

Attorney General Paul G. 

Summers and estate and business attorney 

Andra J. Hedrick recently joined the 

Nashville School of Law faculty.

“General Summers and Ms. Hedrick each 

possess a wealth of experience and legal 

insight,” said Dean Joe C. Loser. “We are 

honored to welcome them to the NSL 

faculty, where they will play a pivotal 

role in furthering our commitment to 

excellence in legal education.”

Along with the Honorable Lynn M. 

England and William L. Penny, General 

Summers teaches the Administrative 

Law elective, introducing students to the 

unique differences between public and 

private sector legal matters, with special 

emphasis on the administrative process 

and judicial review. He draws on decades 

of working in public service, most recently 

as Tennessee Attorney General, and 

previously District Attorney General in 

the 25th Judicial District of Tennessee  

and Judge in the Tennessee Court of 

Criminal Appeals. 

General Summers is now a partner at 

Nashville’s Waller law firm, where he serves 

the automotive, manufacturing, economic 

development and incentives industries, 

with a focus on government investigations, 

crisis management, government relations, 

litigation and dispute resolutions. He is  

a member of the Tennessee Bar Association, 

Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association, 

Tennessee Judicial Conference and 

State Attorneys General Emeritus, 

among several other organizations. 

He is a fellow with the Tennessee Bar 

Foundation and Nashville Bar Foundation, 

with former memberships or affiliations  

with the National Association of  

Attorneys General, Council of State 

Governments, Tennessee District 

Attorneys General Conference and the 

Tennessee Sentencing Commission.

Prior to his NSL faculty role, General 

Summers served as an adjunct faculty 

member at the University of Memphis 

Former State Attorney General Summers and Business Attorney Hedrick Bring Diverse Experience
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Former State Attorney General Paul G. Summers, now a partner at Waller, teaches Administrative Law.  
Andra J. Hedrick, attorney at Gullet Sanford Robinson & Martin, teaches Estate Planning.



Giving Is Pathway  
to Lasting Legacy

When we give to the full extent of our collective capabilities, 

a strong and abiding legacy is inevitable. 

This theme has emerged time and again throughout the 

production of this newsletter.  Whether we’re talking 

about time, treasury or talent, Nashville School of Law 

is blessed with plentiful gifts bestowed by many patrons.  

Not only is this the theme of our school’s great history, it 

is the truth of our present and the fate of our future. 

On the topic of legacy, I could not be more delighted to report to you that – thanks 

to so many generous donors – Nashville School of Law has successfully met the 

$1.5 million fundraising goal of our capital campaign. Led by Tom Cone and 

Aubrey B. Harwell, Jr. since 2009, this campaign was initiated to settle all debts 

on construction of our state-of-the-art facilities at Armory Oaks Drive.  

Friends, we did it! And we did it together. Thank you to each and every person 

who contributed, and our utmost gratitude goes to Tom and Aubrey, whose passion 

and vision for Nashville School of Law is truly insuppressible.  

Speaking of insuppressible, we have said goodbye to a number of unforgettable 

friends recently, including Amy Adams Gowan – whose great spirit and stamina 

in the face of ALS inspired so many of us.  In this issue, we feature Amy, who not 

only graduated from NSL, but met her husband here. Her life and legacy have 

truly moved us, and we encourage you to read her story. 

We also feature those who are building their legacies, day by day, as members of 

the Nashville School of Law faculty. From new faculty members General Paul 

Summers and Andra Hedrick to longtime NSL instructor Justice Koch, our school 

and students are enriched by their service. 

As we all consider our goals and priorities for each coming day and week, I hope 

we will be mindful of the legacies we are creating, one gift at a time.

Best Regards,

Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr.

Editorial Staff

Publisher 
Joe C. Loser, Jr.

Editor-In-Chief 
Virginia Townzen

Managing Editor 
Elizabeth McDonald

Editor 
Chip Loser
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Faculty Q&A

Justice Koch

William C. Koch, Jr. was appointed to the Tennessee Supreme Court in 
2007 following his service of 23 years on the Tennessee Court of Appeals. 
This is his fifteenth year teaching at NSL. ◗

3

How has your career in public service 
affected the way you approach teaching 
Constitutional Law?  
For lawyers in public service, constitutional issues are not 
just theoretical. They are real. Lawyers representing the 
government are frequently called upon to advise officials on 
the constitutionality of proposed actions. They are also required 
to defend governmental decisions and actions when they are 
challenged on constitutional grounds. In teaching this class, I 
think it’s very important to help students understand that the 
state and federal constitutions are always operating in the 
background and that those rules and principles prescribe the 
boundaries of proper governmental conduct.

Which experiences – educational and 
professional – were most influential  
in your legal training?   
Learning contracts from Professor Paul J. Hartman at Vanderbilt 
Law School, I found an early role model of someone who loved 
the law. Twenty years later, earning an LL.M. at the University of 
Virginia provided a refreshing opportunity to study law through 
the lens of my experiences as a lawyer and judge.  My service 
in the state Attorney General’s office provided me with an 
opportunity to try many lawsuits, argue close to 800 appeals, and 
learn the craft of lawyering from many excellent lawyers. Finally, 
working in Governor Lamar Alexander’s cabinet, I was fortunate 
to sharpen my own skills while watching his superb legal mind at 
work at the highest level.

What advice would you offer  
recent NSL graduates?    
Even though I have been practicing law for 40 years, I would 
gladly step into your shoes today. We are living in challenging 
and uncertain times. On occasion, the “opportunities” facing us 
may seem insurmountable. They are not. Anything is possible as 
long as you are willing to work hard, hone your skills every day, 
and represent your clients to the best of your skill and ability. 
The people of this state need and deserve good lawyers – persons 
who will defend them, counsel and advise them, and assist them 
with their problems. You are now part of an ancient and noble 
profession. Honor its traditions. Treat everyone with courtesy 
and respect. Help those who cannot help themselves. Enjoy the 
company of other lawyers. And when all is said and done, be kind 
to yourself and find happiness in what you are doing.

Armstrong Represents Legal 
Profession in New Post

Several months into his new role as Knox 
County Law Director, Richard “Bud” 
Armstrong (2008) remains committed 
to his pledge to provide helpful and 
practical legal counsel to the region’s 
elected officials and attorneys. 

During his 29-year career with the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, the Skaggston, 
Tenn., native provided oversight of legal 

matters in a variety of fields, from environmental law to human 
resources. Armstrong served as Knox County Commissioner 
from 2008 to 2010. 

Armstrong is a member of the Knoxville Bar Association, serving 
specifically on the Continuing Legal Education Committee 
and supporting the Solo Practice Section. He received his 
undergraduate and Master's degree at the University of Tennessee 
and doctorate in education from Columbia University before 
attending Nashville School of Law. ◗

Stacey Angello, a 2011 NSL graduate, 
has joined the school’s staff as part-time 
assistant to Associate Dean Virginia M. 
Townzen. She is the first to hold the 
position since it was created in May 2012.

“Stacey is providing tremendous support to 
Nashville School of Law in her position,” 

said Dean Townzen. “She embodies our profession’s obligation 
to serve our communities.”

One of Angello’s first major projects involves study and  
preparation for NSL to establish a pro bono legal clinic. She 
and Dean Townzen have been evaluating community needs, 
meeting with faculty and students to introduce the idea, 
scouting locations, and developing a budget. A proposal will 
soon be reviewed by Dean Loser and the NSL board of trustees. 

Ms. Angello says she has found a good balance between her 
work at NSL and private practice representing musicians. “Both 
of my jobs allow for flexible scheduling, and they are a perfect 
complement to one another,” said Angello. “I go to court in 
the mornings, and I head to the law school in the afternoons. 
It makes for a busy week, but I enjoy the challenge.” ◗

Richard "Bud"  
Armstrong

Stacey Angello

Angello Joins NSL Team  
as Dean’s Assistant
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Guffee to Preside Over  
Williamson Juvenile Court

Wade Named Tennessee’s 
29th Chief Justice

The Williamson County Commission has 
chosen Sharon Guffee (1997) to preside as 
the first judge of the county’s newly created  
Juvenile Court, effective January 2013.  

The longtime Williamson County resident 
brings deep experience in public service 
and legal practice to the role. Guffee 
most recently served as the Magistrate 

for Juvenile Court in Williamson County. Before becoming the 
full-time Magistrate, she worked in private practice specializing 
in criminal defense and juvenile and family law. 

Guffee was involved in initial planning and preparation for 
the Drug Court and was a member of the Child Protective 
Investigative Team while serving as Assistant District Attorney 
General for the 21st Judicial District serving Williamson, 
Hickman, Perry and Lewis Counties.

Guffee is a graduate of the University of the South, where she 
earned her bachelor’s degree in nursing. She worked as a registered 
nurse in South Carolina for four years before transitioning to 
self-employment, and later pursuing her law degree at NSL. ◗

The Sevier County Courthouse was brimming 
with activity on Sept. 1, as elected officials, 
community members, colleagues and friends 
gathered to witness Tennessee Supreme Court 
Justice Sharon G. Lee swear in new Chief 
Justice Gary R. Wade. He succeeds former 
Chief Justice Cornelia A. Clark. 

Chief Justice Wade began his career in 
public service at the age of 26, two years after he finished law 
school at the University of Tennessee, first serving as alderman 
in Sevierville. Two years later, residents elected him mayor. He 
held that post from 1977 to 1987. 

Most recently, Chief Justice Wade served on the Court of Criminal 
Appeals for 19 years, eight of which he served as the presiding 
judge. Prior to that, he worked in private practice. 

Chief Justice Wade remains active in his hometown community 
as a member of the board of directors for the Sevier County High 
School Foundation and co-founder of Leadership Sevier. He also 
serves on the board for the East Tennessee Historical Society and 
is co-founder and chairman emeritus of the Friends of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. ◗

Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law and Cumberland University. A 

graduate of Mississippi State University, General Summers earned 

his law degree from the University of Tennessee. He graduated 

with honors from U.S. Army Command 

and General Staff College.

Hedrick joins K. Harlan Dodson, III, in 

teaching Estate Planning, in which third- 

and fourth-year students study federal and 

state tax provisions, along with concepts 

and techniques used in estate planning. 

Hedrick’s expertise stems from private 

practice and public service. She represents individuals, couples and 

business owners as an estate and business attorney at Nashville’s 

Gullett Sanford Robinson & Martin, where she specializes in 

estate and business succession planning.  Before entering private 

practice, Hedrick served as a judicial law clerk at the trial and 

appellate court levels in the Shelby County Probate Court and 

the Tennessee Court of Appeals. 

Hedrick is a member of the American Bar 

Association, Tennessee Bar Association and 

Nashville Bar Association, where she is on the 

probate court committee and estate planning 

committee.  She is active with the Tennessee 

Lawyers’ Association for Women and Nashville 

Lawyers’ Association for Women, and is listed 

in The Best Lawyers in America in Trusts 

and Estates. Hedrick co-authored the 6th 

and 7th Editions of Pritchard on Wills and 

Administration of Estates, and has authored probate-related articles 

for the Nashville Bar Journal and the University of Memphis Law 

Review. Hedrick received her undergraduate degree from Indiana 

University before pursuing her law degree at the University of 

Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law. ◗

Chief Justice  
Gary WadeJudge Sharon Guffee

(Revered Public Servant, Estate Expert Join Faculty, Continued)

“General Summers  
and Ms. Hedrick  

each possess a wealth  
of experience and  

legal insight.”
— Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr.
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1. Millie Loser, Dean Joe C. Loser, Jr., Bill Wilkinson, Linda Wilkinson    2. Aubrey B. Harwell, Jr.     

3. Jonathan Williams, Associate Dean Virginia M. Townzen   4. Larry Hagar, Judge Aaron Holt, Thomas Jay Norman     

5. Kimberly Reed-Bracey, Grayson Smith Cannon, Rita Jorgenson, Vickie S. Trull     

6. Bill Stinnett    7. Lara and Judge Steve Daniel    8. Stacey Angello, Heather Carr, Sharonda Greene
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19th Annual Recognition Dinner and Patrons Party

2012 Honorees Model  
Traditions of Service and Support  

At the 19th annual Recognition Dinner on June 1, NSL celebrated five individuals who model 

exceptional legal service in their contributions to the school and community. During the event at 

Millennium Maxwell House Hotel, Aubrey B. Harwell, Jr. received the 2012 Community Service 

Award; George A. Dean was recognized as the 2012 Distinguished Faculty Member; Bill Stinnett 

and Bill Wilkinson were named 2012 Recognition Dinner Honorees; and the late Dean James 

Gilbert Lackey, Jr. (1915-1987) was named the first Legend of Nashville School of Law. Prior to 

the dinner, Nashville School of Law supporters gathered on May 22 at Richland Country Club 

for the annual Patrons Party. Charlie Niewold (1984) chaired both events.
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news from the notable class of 2004

Jessie Ray Akers, Jr. opened his own 
practice in October 2005 in Nashville 
where he focuses on family law. He is 
an adjunct faculty member at Bethel 
School of Conflict Resolution, teaching 
Masters candidates, and is a R-31 family 
mediator. He serves on the Civil Rights 
Committee, RHA Health Services 
Steering Committee and the National 
Council on Aging. Mr. Akers also 
currently provides pro bono work for 
Davidson County.

Liz Alvey resides in Franklin, Tenn. She 
is currently the senior policy advisor to 
the Senate majority leader of Tennessee. 

Jack Bare has been an assistant district 
attorney for the 15th Judicial District 
since 2011. Previously, he was in private 
practice in Carthage, Tenn., from 2004  
to 2011. 

Wesley Thomas Bray is a general 
practitioner in Cookeville, Tenn., 
focusing on criminal defense law. He 
worked for the 13th Judicial District from 
2002 to 2005. He is a member of the 
Rotary Club, National Rifle Association, 
Putnam County Rod and Gun Club, 
Putnam County Republican Party and a 

lifetime member of the Church of Christ. 
Mr. Bray serves on the board for Carmen 
Burnette Memorial CPR Fund and the 
President’s Advisory Committee for 
Volunteer State Community College.  

Jack Byrd is a solo practitioner focusing 
on criminal and personal injury law. 
He is a member of the Nashville Bar 
Association, Tennessee Bar Association, 
American Bar Association, Tennessee 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers and Nashville Coalition against 
Domestic Violence. Mr. Byrd serves as 
a part-time Davidson County judicial 
commissioner and a substitute general 
sessions judge for Davidson County. 

Jon Cooper was appointed by the 
Metropolitan Council of Nashville 
and Davidson County as director and 
special counsel in 2008. He is the 
president of the Tennessee County 
Attorneys Association, for which he 
currently provides CLE presentations 
on government ethics and land 
use regulations. Mr. Cooper is an 
accomplished violist and violinist and  
is an active member of Immanuel  
Baptist Church. 

Douglas E. Crawford is an assistant 
district attorney for the 13th Judicial 
District; he represents the district in  
the Upper Cumberland Adult Drug 
Court. Mr. Crawford is an adjunct 
professor at Tennessee Technological 
University. He and his wife Nancy  
reside in Cookeville, Tenn. 

Jon Curtis purchased a law practice in 
2010 from NSL graduate Arthur Lowen, 
who retired after 40 years of representing 
property managers and associations. 

Harold Donnelly practices criminal 
and civil defense, plaintiff and business 
litigation in Nashville with Hal Hardin. 
He is active with Christ King Church 
and School and Knights of Columbus. 
Mr. Donnelly resides in Nashville with 
his wife Sunny and five children. 

Faran Douglas practices part time in 
Bull 7 Bell Buckle, Tenn., focusing on 
family and probate law. She is a full-time 
mother of three children. 

Adam Dread is a partner with the law 
firm Durham & Dread, PLC. He was 
voted Best Lawyer in Nashville twice by 
the readers of the Nashville Scene and 
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voted Top 3 DUI Attorneys in Nashville 
by the Nashville Scene. He is a member 
of the American Bar Association, 
Tennessee Bar Association, Nashville  
Bar Association and the Tennessee  
100 Club of Nashville. Mr. Dread  
hosts “Charity on Ice” with Dorothy 
Hamill and Jim Craig every summer  
on Nantucket Island. 

Charles M. (Marty) Duke is a partner 
with Mink and Duke, PLLC, where he 
has practiced since July 2012. Previously, 
he was an associate with Mink and Blair 
from 2004 to 2007 and senior associate 
with Taylor, Pigue, Marchetti & Mink 
from 2007 to 2012. Mr. Duke focuses on 
general civil litigation with an emphasis 
in insurance defense. He is a member  
of the Nashville Bar Association, 
Tennessee Bar Association, Defense 
Research Institute (DRI) and Trucking 
Law Committee for DRI. Mr. Duke  
also performs pro bono work for 
Davidson County. 

John (J.M.) Genis is the county 
commissioner for the 9th District; he 
assumed the position in 2006 and will 
serve in this capacity until 2014. He 
serves as the chairman on the School 
Board Liaison committee, is a member 
of the Airport Authority and EMS 
committees, and is vice chair of the 
Veterans Affairs Committee. Since 2004, 
he has been an instructor at Austin 
Peay State University, offering online 
and classroom instruction in homeland 
security, antiterrorism, criminal justice 
and law programs. Mr. Genis is also an 
adjunct professor at Daymar Institute for 
law programs and paralegal studies. He 
is a member of Leadership Clarksville, 
Leadership Fort Campbell, Clarksville/
Fort Campbell Shrine Clubs, National 
Association of County Commissioners, 
Tennessee Association of County 
Commissioners, Leadership Clarksville/
Montgomery County School System and 
the Association of the United States 
Army and American Legion. 

Jeffrey Goforth resides in Nashville, 
where he is a member of the Federal Law 
Enforcement Agency. He is an instructor 
at the Law Enforcement Training Center 
and a member of the International 
Society of Explosives Engineers and the 
International Association of Chiefs of 

Police. Mr. Goforth is involved in the 
Ronald McDonald House and Inner  
City Ministry. 

Stephen E. Grauberger is a general 
practitioner with a focus on business 
litigation and copyright infringement 
law. He is a partner in the law firm 
Grauberger, Green & Associates, PLLC 
in Mt. Juliet, Tenn. Mr. Grauberger 
serves on the board for Victim’s Impact 
Panel of Tennessee, Inc. In his free time, 
he enjoys spending time with his son, 
John Mitchell Grauberger. 

Trudy Milliken Harrison is a partner 
with Smith.Sholar.Milliken with offices 
in Gallatin, Goodlettsville and White 
House, Tenn. She is involved with  
the Junior Service League and Habitat 
for Humanity. Ms. Harrison and her 
husband reside in Gallatin with their  
two children. 

Cathy Hickerson is an assistant public 
defender for the 17th Judicial District. 
She is a member of the Bedford County 
Bar Association, Coffee County Bar 
Association and Rutherford/Cannon 
County Bar Association. Ms. Hickerson 
is also a member of the Tullahoma 
Women’s Club, Coffee County 
Children’s Advocacy Center, Haven of 
Hope, Shepherd’s House Shelter, Habitat 
for Humanity and the Coffee County 
Literacy Council. 

Marilyn Holt-Carter has been an 
assistant public defender for the 22nd 
Judicial District since 2005. She is a 
member of the Tennessee Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers. Ms. Holt-
Carter is active in her church and enjoys 
spending her free time with her husband 
and showing barrel horses. 

Brad Jenkins is a solo practitioner 
focusing on collections. Mr. Jenkins 
describes himself as a proud graduate 
of NSL who is very thankful for the 
education he received there. 

Shawn Kohl is the field office director in 
Nairobi, Kenya, for International Justice 
Mission. International Justice Mission 
is a human rights agency that secures 
justice for victims of slavery, sexual 
exploitation and other forms of violent 
oppression. He lives in Nairobi with 
his wife Jenny and their four daughters. 

Before moving to Kenya, Mr. Kohl 
was the assistant field office director in 
Cambodia for two years. 

Judith J. Regan is an associate with 
North, Pursell & Ramos, PLC in 
Nashville where she practices civil 
defense with an emphasis on medical 
malpractice and theBoard of Medicine 
Investigations. She is a contributing 
author to both the Nashville Medical 
News and Tennessee Medical Journal. 
She provides CLE presentations for 
the Tennessee Bar Association and is a 
lecturer to medical students at Meharry 
Medical College and pharmacy students 
at University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center. Ms. Regan is a member 
of the Tennessee Bar Association, 
Tennessee Medical Association and 
Nashville Academy of Medicine. 

William M. Regan, M.D. is a forensic 
psychiatrist with the State of Tennessee. 

Larry M. Roe, Jr. has been the clerk 
and master for Maury County since 
November 2010. He was formerly the 
assistant district attorney for the Child 
Support Division, from 2005 to 2010. Mr. 
Roe has been a member of the Kiwanis 
Club and Rotary Club. 

Thomas Santel, Jr. practices law with 
Cope, Hudson, Reed & McCreary, 
PLLC in Murfreesboro, Tenn., where 
he focuses on insurance defense and 
governmental law. He is a member of the 
Tennessee Bar Association Mock Trial 
Committee, chairman of the Tennessee 
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division 
CLE Committee, chairman of the 
Rutherford County Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation Advisory Council. 
Mr. Santel is the past president of 
the Rutherford/Cannon County Bar 
Association and has served as an 
adjunct professor at Middle Tennessee 
State University in the Department of 
Criminal Justice Administration. 

Bud Sharp resides in McMinnville, 
Tenn. He focuses his practice on  
criminal defense, child custody and 
divorce proceedings. 

DeAnna Snyder has been an assistant 
public defender with the 3rd Judicial  
District since November 2004. She is a 
member of the National Association  

Continued on next page
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of Criminal Defense Lawyers and 
Tennessee Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers. 

Thomas H. Swink is a criminal 
prosecutor with the District Attorneys 
office for the 15th Judicial District. He 
is a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Child Advocacy Center for the 15th 
Judicial District. 

James W. Tiller has practiced torts and 
personal injury law at the law office of 
Jim Tiller & Associates since 2010. He 
serves on the Board at Genesis Learning 
Centers and the Unity of Nashville 
Church. Mr. Tiller is a former board 
member of Tennessee Adult Literacy 
Coalition. He currently serves as a 
proctor on the Tennessee bar exam for 
the Tennessee Board of Law Examiners. 

Kristen Vanderkooi operates Center 
for Elder Veterans Rights, PC in 
Nashville, where she represents elder 
veterans before the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs on matters of 
disability compensation and pensions for 
healthcare and assisted living.

David H. Veile is a partner with Schell 
& Davies, LLC in Franklin, Tenn., 
where he focuses on criminal defense 
and litigation. He is president of the 
Tennessee Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division, a member of the 

board of governors of the Tennessee Bar 
Association (TBA), a participant in 
the TBA Leadership Law Program class 
of 2012 and a member of the Interest 
on Lawyers' Trust Accounts Grant 
Review Committee. He was nominated 
by Judicial Nominating Committee for 
possible appointment to Circuit Court 
of 21st Judicial District. He is a previous 
board member for Wilson County 
Habitat for Humanity, and is currently 
board secretary for Healthside Assisted 
Living. Mr. Veile has supported the 
Tennessee Bar Association on pro bono 
projects including Wills for Heroes, legal 
clinics and the state high school mock 
trial championship. 

Donna Wagner is a solo practitioner in 
Mt. Juliet, Tenn., where she concentrates 
on family and juvenile law, general civil 
and criminal defense law. Previously, 
she was employed as the district public 
defender for the 15th Judicial District 
from 2004 to 2008. Ms. Wagner is also  
a member of the Lawyers Association  
for Women.

David Scott Wilder has a general law 
practice in Nashville, Tenn. focusing on 
criminal law. He is a four-time graduate 
of Tennessee Association for Defense 
Lawyers  Trial College. Wilder performs 
pro bono estate planning for seniors and 
assists with indigent criminal defense. He 
is a member of Tennessee Association for 

Defense Lawyers, National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers, American Bar 
Association, Tennessee Bar Association 
and Nashville Bar Association. He is 
also a Tennessee Bar Association and 
Davidson County Mental Health Court 
attorney for defendants. Mr. Wilder is 
a law enforcement professional with 
the United States Army Criminal 
Investigation Division. He was on an 
investigator tour in Iraq and Afghanistan 
from 2010 to 2012. 

Taffy Wilson is an assistant district 
attorney for the 31st Judicial District. 

Lance A. Wray is a solo practitioner 
in Hendersonville, Tenn., where he 
practices business, corporate, acquisition, 
criminal defense, family personal injury, 
probate, and wills and estate law. He 
is a veteran of the war in Afghanistan, 
having served in Kandahar from June 
to December 2011. He was elected to 
the Hendersonville Board of Mayor 
and Alderman and served from 2006 
to 2010. Mr. Wray is a former president 
of the Sumner County Bar Association 
and former member of the Executive 
Board Accession of the Sumner County 
Bar Association. He is a member of the 
Tennessee Bar Association and serves 
on the boards of directors of the Historic 
Rock Castle and the Hendersonville 
Girls Fast Pitch League.

Thomas W. Lawless (1980) was recognized as a leading 
bankruptcy litigation attorney in the 2012 edition of 
Chambers USA.

A l u m n i  N e w s

In Memoriam

Robert O. Binkley  
Class of 1962

Joe Y. Nichols 
Class of 1963

Jimmie D. Hawkins  
Class of 1965

Roy Shelton Hatcher, Jr. 
Class of 1973
Laird Foster 
Class of 1980

Dr. Lloyd Alexis Walwyn 
Class of 1984

Morris Edward (Buddy) Ezell 
Class of 1996

Amy Adams Gowan 
Class of 1997

Marlene Eskind Moses (1980) recently received the 2012 
Distinguished Alumna Award from Tulane University’s Newcomb 
College Alumnae Association. 

Moses, who earned an undergraduate degree from the College, 
accepted the honor at a May 18 event. 

Among her many professional affiliations, Moses is president-elect of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. She is founder and managing partner of Nashville 
law firm Moses Townsend & Russ, PLLC. ◗

Moses Honored by Tulane University 
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Teresa Beardsley (2011) recently joined the Real Estate and Finance 
Group of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC, 
in Nashville. Before earning her law degree from NSL, Beardsley 
completed an MBA with an emphasis in information systems at Middle 
Tennessee State University. She now focuses on commercial real estate 
transactions at Baker Donelson, drawing insight and practical acumen 
from both disciplines. 

Beardsley is active in Baker Donelson’s Homeless Experience Legal 
Protection (H.E.L.P.) Program, a pro bono initiative providing free 
legal advice to Nashville’s homeless population. 

A member of the Tennessee Bar Association, American Bar 
Association, and Lawyers’ Association for Women, Beardsley also 
serves as communications coordinator and webmaster for the Middle 
Tennessee Chapter of the Penn State Alumni Association. Beardsley 
received a bachelor’s degree from Pennsylvania State University. ◗

Alumna Beardsley Serves 
Clients, Community

Rising Stars Bratcher and 
Wrenn Receive Scholarships
Steven “Blake” Bratcher (2013) is the recipient of the Judge Joseph S. 
Daniel Award and Michael Wrenn (2014) the recipient of the Suzanne 
G. Keith Award from the Tennessee Judicial Conference Foundation. 

Mr. Bratcher came to Nashville School of Law after completing 
a bachelor’s degree in corporate management from Lipscomb 
University. He has held various clerkships in Davidson County, 
including his current role assisting 4th Circuit Court Judge Phillip 
E. Smith. 

Presently, Mr. Wrenn is a case manager at Griffith & Roberts, PLLC 
in Nashville, where he manages an average of 70 concurrent cases. 
Prior to attending NSL, he earned a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of Tennessee. 

Both students received $1,000 awards to be used during the  
2012-2013 school year. The Tennessee Judicial Conference 
Foundation was established in 1995 as a nonprofit foundation 
to award need-based scholarships for students at each of the  
colleges of law within the state. The Foundation is funded largely 
through gifts and pledges from current and former members of the 
Tennessee judiciary. ◗

Nashville School 
of Law joins 
with f r iends 

and family of  Amy 
Adams Gowan (1997) 
in remembering and 
celebrating her life well 
lived.  Amy was the wife 
of Robert Gowan (1997) – whom she met at 
NSL and married in 2001 – and mother of 
Catherine Elizabeth and William Patrick Gowan.  
She was known for her unwavering positivity, even 
when diagnosed with and battling amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS), or Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
for three years. 

“Amy and I met during our fourth year when we  
helped with the planning for the 1997 NSL 
graduation,” said Mr. Gowan. “I’m eternally 
grateful to NSL for bringing us together.”

Along with her family, Amy increased community 
awareness about the disease through active 
work with the Tennessee Chapter of The ALS 
Association. In 2011, after raising more than 
$100,000 for research and patient assistance, 
the Gowan family was honored as the Nashville 
ALS Family of the Year.  

After graduating from the University of Tennessee, 
Amy joined State Farm Insurance as an arson and 
fraud investigator. Later, working as a claims 
adjustor and often testifying for the company 
in court, she became increasingly interested in 
pursuing a law degree. She completed her legal 
education at Nashville School of Law and passed 
the bar in 1997, later working as an attorney at 
Ortale, Kelley, Herbert & Crawford, Premier 
Escrow and Hardeman & Montgomery. ◗

Celebrating the Life of 
Amy Adams Gowan  

(1966-2012)
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July 2012 Bar Exam Results

William Evan Anderson

Thomas Kirk Austin

Catie Lane Bailey

Lori W. Bervoets

Lucas Dale Bottorff

John Brent Bradberry

Jonathan Eric Brooks

Lee Edward Brooks

Patrick Mathisen Brooks

Mingy Kay Bryant

Christian Kennerly Burger

Nathan O'Neil Casey

Daniel William Clanton

Geoffrey Alan Dover

Julie Ellen Dyess

Charlotte Bratton English

Melinda Kay Evans

James Aaron Fletcher

Felicia Elaine Fortune

Christy Noel Freeman

Leslie Ann Garside

Mollie Ann Gass

Craig P. Glenn

Keeda Jarresse Haynes

Barbara Jean Henry

James Ericson Huber

April Lynn Jackson

Bethany Rose Kennedy

Josh Lee Kilgore

Harris David Kittrell

Ashley Yvonne Ladd

David Michael Legg, Jr.

Jennifer Nichole Lollar

Jon Daniel Long

Nathan Chesley Lybarger

Joshua Shane Mayo

Margaret R. Means

Amanda Gail Morrison

Joseph Lawrence Morrissey, Jr.

Kris Matthew Oliver

Lauren Patricia Parker

Michael Steve Phillips

Jeffrey A. Rossman

Dustin E. Sharp

Michael C. Shults

Benjamin E. Simpson, III

Jon D. Slager

William Taylor Vandever

Michael Nelson Wennerlund

Brittani Leigh Wright

Congratulations to the Nashville School of Law graduates 
who passed the Tennessee Bar Exam!



Nashville School of Law Salutes Our 2012 Spring Graduates

Cameron Harper Alvey
Jennifer Allison Anderson
William Evan Anderson
Thomas Kirk Austin
Rehim Christopher Babaoglu
Catie Lane Bailey
Lori W. Bervoets
Lucas Dale Bottorff
Jonathan Eric Brooks
Patrick Mathisen Brooks
Mingy Kay Bryant
Christian Kennerly Burger
Brian Allen Caldwell
Sara Elizabeth Carr
Nathan O'Neil Casey*
Daniel William Clanton
Promila Terri Crumley
Louisa Jackson Davis
William Lawrence Denami
Brittani Bright Dial
Geoffrey Alan Dover*+
James H. Dunn
Julie Ellen Dyess*
Charlotte Bratton English*
Melinda Kay Evans*

James Aaron Fletcher
Jamie Lynn Formont
Christy Noel Freeman
Leslie Ann Garside
Mollie Ann Gass
Craig P. Glenn
Keeda Jarresse Haynes
Barbara Jean Henry
James Ericson Huber
April Lynn Jackson
Kristen Marie Jantz
Matthew William Jarboe
Harry Aree Jessup
Rita Kathleen Jorgensen
Holly Gorman Key
Josh Lee Kilgore
Harris David Kittrell
Christopher Ryan Knight
Ashley Yvonne Ladd
Rhonda F. Lee
David Michael Legg, Jr.
Jennifer Nichole Lollar
Jon Daniel Long*/ **
Nathan Chesley Lybarger
Joshua Shane Mayo*

Margaret R. Means*
Mary Katharine Medley
Amanda Gail Morrison
Joseph Lawrence Morrissey, Jr.
Shirley Diane Nichols
Monica Rene Nixon
Kris Matthew Oliver
Hillary Anne Pate
Michael Steve Phillips
Matthew Beck Ramsey
Jason Fred Rich
Jeffrey A. Rossman
Brett L. Rozell
Dustin E. Sharp
Elizabeth A. Shipley
Michael C. Shults
Benjamin E. Simpson, III
Jon D. Slager
Heather S. Smith
Barbara H. Thomas
Tara Michelle Tolbert
Michael Nelson Wennerlund
James Harvey West
Brittani Leigh Wright

* Cooper’s Inn Honor Society ** Founders’ Award + Moot Court Award

Friends and family joined in celebrating with 74 men and women who graduated  
from Nashville School of Law in a ceremony at Nashville Convention Center on  

Saturday, May 19, 2012. Judge Steve Dozier (1984) delivered the keynote address.  
Graduates Jon D. Long and Geoffrey A. Dover received the Founders’ Award and Moot  

Court Award, respectively. Please join us in welcoming these graduates into the  
legal profession. We wish them well in their individual pursuits.



Nashville School of Law
4013 Armory Oaks Drive

Nashville, TN 37204

Tel. 615.256.3684
Fax 615.244.2383

www.nashvilleschooloflaw.net
email: beth@nashvilleschooloflaw.net

Nashville School of Law

Closeout Book Sale
Buy Profiles in Tenacity at our best 
price ever – just $9, while limited 
supplies last!

Save the Date
Mark your calendars for the  
2013 Annual Recognition Dinner, 
to be held June 7 at a new venue, 
downtown’s Renaissance  
Nashville Hotel.


