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Pro Bono Work:  
A Privilege and Responsibility

A shared commitment to the Rule of Law is 
the cornerstone of our legal system. Among 
the rubrics of the Rule of Law is the principle 
that the law should be the same for everyone. 
Thus, no one is above the law, and everyone 
has equal access to the law’s protection.

By tradition, lawyers and judges, as servants of 
the law, are obliged not just to honor the Rule 
of Law, but also to order their personal and 
professional lives consistent with its principles. 
In return for the privilege to practice law, 
each of us must, in our own way, promote 
and provide equal access to justice.

Promoting equal access to justice has been 
the Tennessee Supreme Court’s primary 
public policy initiative since 2009. Among 
the many tangible results of this initiative 
are the creation of the Tennessee Access to 
Justice Commission, the publication of the 
Indigent Representation Task Force’s report 
Liberty and Justice for All: Providing Right to 
Counsel Services in Tennessee, and the Supreme 
Court Pro Bono Recognition Program that 
recognizes lawyers and law students who 
perform pro bono services.

Lawyers and law students throughout  
Tennessee have answered the Tennessee 
Supreme Court’s call. In 2015, 50% of the 
lawyers with active Tennessee licenses reported 
that they had performed 591,064 hours of 
pro bono work valued at more than $118 
million. The Court’s 2017 Pro Bono Honor 

Roll recognizes 435 lawyers as “Attorneys for 
Justice” because they have performed more 
than 50 pro bono hours. Of these, 67 are 
alumni, faculty, or trustees of the Nashville 
School of Law.

The students at Tennessee’s six law schools 
also have done their part. The Court’s 2017 
Pro Bono Honor Roll recognizes 141 law 
students as “Law Students for Justice” because 
they have provided at least 50 hours of pro 
bono services during their legal studies. You 
can read more about five of these students 
who performed their pro bono work while 
enrolled at the Nashville School of Law in this 
edition of The Torch. Like-minded first- and 
second-year law students are now forming the 
Nashville School of Law Legal Aid Society to 
ensure that all future law students will have 
an opportunity to perform pro bono work 
while pursuing their law degree. 

Pro bono service changes lives – of those 
who receive the services and of those who 
perform them. You can honor the noble 
traditions of our profession by doing your 
part. We welcome you to join us.

Sincerely,

 
 

William C. Koch, Jr. 
President and Dean

T he Preamble to the Tennessee Rules 
of Professional Conduct reads in 
part “… all lawyers should devote 

professional time and resources and use 
civic influence to ensure equal access to 
our system of justice.”

This year, the Tennessee Supreme Court 
honored several recent Nashville School of 
Law graduates for doing just that – before 
they even had a law license in their hands. 

The honor was a component of the Court’s 
Law Students for Justice program, which 
recognizes graduates who have devoted 50 
or more hours to pro bono service during 
their law school career. It’s a companion to 
the Lawyers for Justice recognition, which 
distinguishes lawyers who have performed 
50 hours of pro bono in 12 months. 

Both recognitions – as well as one for law 
firms – fall under the Court’s Access to Justice 
umbrella, a key strategic initiative by the 

judiciary to serve disadvantaged Tennesseans 
and a growing legal-needs gap in Tennessee 
for indigent and working-poor families.

This was the first year NSL graduates were 
recognized for pro bono service delivered 
during law school. Five alumni who graduated 
in May 2017 earned this recognition: Alysse 
Gregory, Billy Leslie, Chadwick Meyers, 
Luke Willoughby, and Eric Winters. 

The students provided the service in a 
variety of ways, with many participating 
in the School’s Juvenile Court Practice 
Clinic, Wills Clinic, or through work at 
an internship. 

And while pro bono service can truly change 
lives for those who benefit from the legal 
advice, the students unanimously said they 
gained from the experience as well.

“The most valuable [part of doing pro bono 
work] is knowing that someone got the help 
they needed and maybe it made their life 
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On the cover: Eric Winters, Billy Leslie, 
Alysse Gregory, Luke Willoughby, and 
Chadwick Meyers, all 2017 alumni of 
the School, are the first NSL graduates 
to be named Law Students for Justice by 
the Tennessee Supreme Court for their 
dedication to pro bono service during their 
law school career.

Above: Attorneys and recent law school 
graduates gather in Nashville for the 
Tennessee Supreme Court’s Lawyers and 
Law Students for Justice Recognition 
Ceremony in October. Several NSL alumni 
and faculty members are among those who 
were honored. 
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just a little easier,” Leslie said. “It was an 
honor to be recognized by the Supreme 
Court. It was nice that we were among the 
first NSL students to be recognized as Law 
Students for Justice, and hopefully many 
others will follow.” 

He interned at the Metropolitan Public 
Defender’s Office in Nashville with a Tenn. 
Sup. Ct.  R. 7 limited license.

“I was able to meet with clients and, what 
I found to be most beneficial, was to be 
able to have time on my feet in court and 
be trusted to conduct numerous probation 
violation hearings, indecency hearings, and 
preliminary hearings,” Meyers explained. 

“My time in the courtroom was invaluable 
and something that I believe every law 
student should take advantage of if they 
have the opportunity.” 

Winters and Willoughby echo that assessment 
of pro bono legal experience from their work 
with the Juvenile Court Clinic.

“It was valuable, practical experience that 
will help me in the practice of law,” Winters 
said. “I recommend more NSL students 
take the Juvenile Court Clinic.” 

“It was by far the most educational thing I 
did in law school,” Willoughby added.  “You 
can sit there and read a book all day long. 
But it doesn’t compare to when the judge 
says, ‘counselor you may begin.’” 

Leslie refers to fellow graduate Gregory as 
the “rock star of pro bono.” Gregory, who 
works as an attorney for Legal Aid, put in 
countless pro bono hours during her time 
in law school. 

“Pro bono shaped my practice, and shaped 
me into the attorney that I am today,” she 
said. “They say that it takes a village to raise 
a child, but I am firm believer that it takes a 
community to make a great lawyer. Through 
pro bono, I found the best community I could 
ask for — I found my mentor, colleagues, 
and my calling. 

“I dedicated my time to pro bono work as a 
student because it was a great way to apply 

what we were learning in class to the real-
world practice of law,” Gregory added. “No 
amount of case law will ever prepare you 
for your first client meeting, and taking on 
pro bono cases while a student at NSL was 
invaluable in that respect. It was also an 
incomparable way to meet attorneys and 
judges who are currently practicing. But 
most importantly, I did it and continued 
to do it throughout law school because 
of the difference it makes in the lives of 
those I helped.”

Other members of the NSL family also 
earned honors in the Supreme Court’s 

program. Dozens of alumni and several 
NSL faculty members contributed at least 
50 hours to receive mention as Supreme 
Court Attorneys for Justice. The consensus 
among them is that, while many see it as 
an obligation as an attorney, it’s simply the 
right thing to do.

“There are many people in need of legal 
assistance and they have nowhere else to 
turn,” said Nashville-based attorney Delshad 
Murad Omer (2015). “It is the humanitarian 
and human thing to do.” 

The Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct 
addresses that obligation again this way: “A 
lawyer should be mindful of deficiencies 

in the administration of justice and of the 
fact that the poor, and sometimes persons 
who are not poor, cannot afford adequate 
legal assistance.”

 “It is part of our obligation to the profession,” 
notes A. Colbrook Baddour (2011). “I always 
try to do at least 50 hours, if not more.  We 
all have a responsibility to the profession 
and to the administration of justice.”  

Others see the pro bono work as an opportunity 
to improve their practice.

“I believe it helps attorneys by exposing them 
to cases and clients they may not usually see 
in their normal practice. It also provides an 
opportunity to expand an attorney’s client 
base and is a great way for a new attorney 
to gain experience,” said Neil Thompson 
(2008), who was recognized as an Attorney 
for Justice.

Several attorneys note that pro bono work 
helps to challenge the notion that the legal 
profession is focused on fees. 

“I believe that it is our responsibility to 
dispel the negative perception about the 
legal profession and that lawyers are only 
concerned with themselves and not with the 
greater public good,” said Marlen Santana 
Perez (2014), a solo practitioner in family 
and immigration laws.

Several current NSL faculty members – 
Daniel Berexa, Bill Harbison, Candi Henry, 
and Kimberley Reed-Bracey – also are part 
of the Attorneys for Justice.

“Providing services for the good of the public 
is a tenet of the profession,” said Henry, who 
directs the School’s first-year legal writing 
program. “Every lawyer’s sworn duty is 
to protect the rule of law. Most lawyers 
will tell you that pro bono work is their 
most rewarding work – probably because 
it connects us directly with our primary 
calling: ensuring access to justice for all.” 

Board of Trust member and 1974 alumnus  
John Rochford also was among those 
recognized for his service.•

“IT WAS 
VALUABLE, 
PRACTICAL 

EXPERIENCE THAT 
WILL HELP ME IN 

THE PRACTICE  
OF LAW.”

 

— Eric Winters

J U S T I C E  F O R  A L L ,  C O N T I N U E D

TENNESSEE COURT OF  
APPEALS BRINGS ORAL 
ARGUMENTS TO CAMPUS
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O n November 8, the Tennessee Court of Appeals held 
oral arguments at the Nashville School of Law, bringing 
two cases to the appellate courtroom for students to 

observe firsthand. 

President and Dean William C. Koch, Jr. welcomed the crowd, 
which included students, alumni, members of the court staff, and 
others, to the School. He emphasized how the opportunity to witness 
authentic court proceedings is a valuable experience for students. 

“These are people who are going to be plying their trade for clients,” 
Dean Koch said.

Judge Frank G. Clement, Jr. said the court made an effort to 
“identify cases that had interesting issues and very good advocates” 
and thanked those attorneys for bringing their cases to the School.  
Judge Clement is a graduate of Nashville School of Law and serves 
on the School’s Board of Trust.

The judges, who 
also included Judge 
Andy Bennett, Judge 
Richard Dinkins, 
and Judge W. Neal 
McBrayer, sat in 
panels of three for 
the cases. They 
participated in a 
question and answer 
session following 
the oral arguments, 
offering advice to the 

students, much of which focused on the questions that are asked 
of attorneys during oral arguments.

“Rule one of appellate practice is, answer the question. Don’t ask 
why it’s being asked, and don’t get offended that it is being asked,” 
Judge Dinkins said.

Judge Clement also contrasted the role of the briefs and the oral 
arguments.

“The written briefs are the attorneys’ opportunity to communicate 
what they want to say to the court. Oral argument is an opportunity 
for the judges to ask questions,” he said. “I am affording the attorney 
the opportunity to persuade me.”

Attorney Phillip Jones, who argued one of the cases, said that it 
took him years to appreciate the role of questions in oral arguments.

“I compliment the school for allowing students to learn while 
in school what it sometimes takes lawyers a decade to learn, and 
that is that questions are filtering. They are a chance to fail or 
succeed,” Jones said. 

Prior to the oral arguments, the School hosted a reception for 
members of the Court in the lobby.•
 1. Tennessee Court of Appeals judges Andy Bennett, Frank G. Clement, 

Jr., and Richard Dinkins prepare to hear oral arguments at Nashville 
School of Law.

 2. Students and alumni attend a reception prior to the oral arguments.

 3. Tennessee Court of Appeals Judge Neal McBrayer visits with Phillip 
Jones, who argued one of the cases that evening.

 4. Judges Frank G. Clement, Jr., Andy Bennett, and Richard Dinkins 
(back row), with Amanda Bradley and Emily Harvey, both NSL 
graduates and clerks for Judge Clement.

1. 2.

3.

4.
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F A C U L T Y  P R O F I L E

A s beloved by students as he is by many lawyers who practice 
before him, this Nashville School of Law alumnus and 
professor teaches future litigators the finer points of 

criminal trial practice and procedure. 

Judge Mark Fishburn is a criminal court judge in Davidson County 
who doubles as a professor at his alma mater and believes in the 
power of mentoring law students and lawyers.

“I believe in the golden rule and I believe in helping people,” 
he said. 

Born in Nashville, Fishburn graduated from Father 
Ryan and earned his undergraduate degree at the 
University of Tennessee, where his original interests 
were in business rather than in law. 

Upon graduation, he took a job with the Metropolitan 
Government of Nashville as an analyst. He later moved 
up the ladder to become the head of Labor and Employee 
Relations. In this job, he established classifications and 
pay for Metro employees, attended employee discipline hearings, 
handled the application of OSHA and federal labor laws, and 
dealt with unions. 

“I started reading many regulations and various labor laws and 
realized that a law degree would be beneficial,” Fishburn said. “There 
was only one school that would allow me to keep my daytime job 
and pursue a legal education – Nashville School of Law.” 

Fishburn loved criminal and constitutional law while a student.

“I found constitutional issues in criminal cases fascinating,”  
he recalled. 

After graduating in 1979, he went to work for noted personal 
injury attorney Bart Durham, who allowed Fishburn to keep some 
clients on retainer. At Durham’s law firm, he gained experience in 
personal injury and workers’ compensation cases. 

He worked there for 18 months before taking the plunge and 
hanging his own shingle. He absorbed as much information as he 
could from experienced attorneys Dan Garfinkle, David Rutherford 
and Rich McGee. 

“At that time, the criminal defense bar was small,” he said. “It was 
common for us to get together and talk about issues we faced.” 

His practice initially focused on civil cases, but gradually garnered 
more criminal cases, as some of his civil clients had issues 

with the criminal justice system. He found his true love of 
the law in criminal litigation, even handling a number 
of death penalty cases.

“In criminal law, it is pure trial advocacy,” he said. 
“Significant constitutional issues often arise. You have 
to be flexible and think outside the box.” 

As well-respected as he is on the bench, he’s also 
remembered for his skill as a practicing attorney.

“He was the go-to attorney for a number of judges on appointed 
death penalty cases,” said retired criminal defense attorney and 
former Davidson County magistrate Tom Nelson (1985). “He often 
would take the most difficult and demanding cases. And he was 
a tremendous advocate.” 

After 19 years of private practice, a group of friends convinced him 
to run for general sessions judge, an election he won. In general 
sessions, Judge Fishburn created a mental health court – just the 
fourth of its kind in the nation at the time. Under this court, 
individuals could seek diversion and obtain needed mental health 
evaluations and help.

“I saw many people coming through the court, often repeatedly, 
who had significant mental health issues,” he said. “It was a positive 
program that helped change lives for the better.” 

In 2003, Gov. Phil Bredesen elevated him to his criminal court judgeship, where he has 
remained ever since. No one has even challenged the popular judge in an election, and 
attorneys praise him for his effective handling of the courtroom.

“Judge Fishburn is consistent, professional, on time and very efficient in the courtroom,” 
said Nashville-based criminal defense attorney Holly Troutman. “He is prepared to conduct 
hearings. He listens to both sides equally and he clearly explains his rulings.” 

“He is well known as a fair and impartial judge,” said Mark Kovak, who also practices 
before Judge Fishburn. “He lets you try your case. He puts thought into every one of his 
decisions and explains why he rules the way he does.” 

“He was excellent to try a case in front of,” said criminal defense lawyer Rob McGuire, 
who worked at the district attorney’s office for 13 years and for six years was the D.A.’s 
team leader in Judge Fishburn’s court. “I probably tried between 40 to 50 jury cases in his 
court. He lets lawyers try their cases and is excellent on the law. He has a great presence. 
He was really excellent with young lawyers, as he is a teacher at heart.” 

After years of assisting longtime moot court instructor Jack Butler on the appellate portion 
of the course, Judge Fishburn joined the School’s faculty in 2013 as a moot court instructor. 
This year, he helped launch the new trial practice curriculum and teaches Criminal Trial 
Practice. The teaching comes naturally to him, both on and off the bench.

“My mother was a teacher,” he says. “And I love engaging younger minds on the topics 
of the day.” 

His love for it shows, as his students enjoy his teaching style. 

“He encouraged us to do what lawyers do in courts,” said former student Tim Horne 
(2016), now an assistant district attorney in the 1st Judicial District. “He encouraged 
independent, critical thinking. He didn’t just sit there and lecture; he guided us to test 
the waters. It never felt like we were taking up his time. Instead, he patiently taught and 
mentored us in class. It was an honor to be his student, an honor to be his friend, and it 
would be the ultimate honor to argue in his courtroom one day.” 

Judge Fishburn views his teaching as a way of giving back to NSL.

“If it wasn’t for NSL, I wouldn’t be on the bench,” he said.•

ALUMNUS, JUDGE, PROFESSOR:  
FISHBURN CONNECTS 
ON MANY LEVELS

Judge Mark Fishburn

IN MEMORIAM:  

Jack Butler (1962) 

Philip Marshall DeBusk, Sr. (1976)

Michael L. Servais (1976)

Frank S. Irlinger (1979)

Edward Lane Alderman (1980)

Jerry L. Vance (1983)

Judge Mark Fishburn practiced law for nearly 20 years before becoming a judge in Davidson County. 
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More than 100 judges and attorneys from 
across Tennessee have committed their 
time as mentors to Nashville School of Law 
students in the Rigorous Writing Program,  
a new required independent study course.
The program pairs each second-year student with a judge or attorney 
who acts as a mentor and advisor as the student completes a significant 
research paper or a series of related papers of substantial length and 
sophistication. Students are expected to spend at least 130 hours over 
the course of two years researching, writing, and editing their work.

“The School is indebted to these talented members of the legal 
profession for giving so generously of their time and talent,” President 
and Dean William C. Koch, Jr. said. “Our students are fortunate to 
have the opportunity to rely upon their knowledge and expertise.”

RIGOROUS 
WRITING 
PROGRAM 
MATCHES 
MENTORS  
WITH 
STUDENTS

Jack Hinson* 
Lexington

M. Krisann Hodges 
Brentwood 

Brad W. Hornsby 
Murfreesboro 

Georgina K. Hughes* 
Mount Juliet

Thomas M. Hutto* 
Columbia

Stephan Karr* 
Nashville

Suzanne Keith* 
Nashville

Clint Kelly 
Hendersonville 

Randall L. Kinnard 
Nashville

David Kozlowski 
Columbia 

Judge Walter C. Kurtz 
Nashville 

Edward K. Lancaster 
Columbia

Thomas Hayden Lee 
Nashville 

Eric Lehman* 
Clarksville

Teresa Luna* 
Jackson

Chancellor Ellen Hobbs Lyle 
Nashville 

Chancellor W.  
Michael Maloan 
Dresden 

Roger A. Maness 
Clarksville

Jennifer A. Marlow* 
Spring Hill

Judge James G. Martin, III 
Franklin

Sharon T. Massey* 
Clarksville

Judge W. Neal McBrayer 
Nashville 

 

Honorable Carol L. McCoy 
Nashville 

Kevin McGee 
Nashville 

Richard  McGee 
Nashville 

Chancellor Laurence  
M. McMillan 
Clarksville 

Judge Michael Richard Meise* 
Dickson

Robert Mendes 
Nashville 

Judge Craig Monsue* 
Dickson

Robin C. Moore* 
Carthage

Roger Eric Nell 
Clarksville

Venus Niner* 
Franklin

Thomas B. Norris, Jr.* 
Nashville

Justice Roger A. Page 
Jackson 

Tamika Parker* 
Nashville

Jeff Peach* 
Smyrna

Doug Pierce 
Nashville

Michelle Poss* 
Nashville

Alison Prestwood* 
Franklin

Judge Melinda Rigsby* 
Nashville

Lisa Rippy-McGuffey 
Nashville 

Helen Rogers* 
Nashville

Stephanie Roth 
Nashville 

Anne Russell* 
Nashville

 

P. Edward Schell* 
Franklin

Siew-Ling Shea* 
Nashville

Jennifer Sheppard* 
Nashville

Edward P. Silva* 
Franklin

Gregory D. Smith 
Clarksville

Honorable Jerry L. Smith 
Nashville 

Judge Jeffrey F. Stewart* 
Winchester

Virginia Lee Story* 
Franklin

Judge Charles D. Susano 
Knoxville 

Wayne Sutter* 
Nashville

Matthew J. Sweeney 
Nashville 

Thomas Harwell Swink* 
Lebanon

Timothy L. Takacs 
Hendersonville

Judge W. Neil Thomas, III 
Chattanooga 

Judge Barry R. Tidwell* 
Murfreesboro 

William Underhill* 
Springfield

Donnavon Vasek* 
Lebanon

Judge Larry J. Wallace 
Charlotte

DarKenya Waller 
Nashville 

Judge Monte D. Watkins  
Nashville 

Robert C. Watson 
Nashville 

James L. Weatherly 
Nashville 

Eleanor K. Wetzel 
Hendersonville

Thomas V. White 
Nashville 

Lacy Wilber 
Nashville 

Judge L. Marie Williams 
Chattanooga 

Tad Wintermeyer* 
Knoxville

Thomas A. Wiseman, III 
Nashville 

Tamera Womack* 
McMinnville

Judge Thomas T. Woodall 
Dickson 

Luther Wright, Jr. 
Nashville 

*Nashville School  
of Law alumnus

THE MENTORS WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED FOR THE PROGRAM ARE: 

Cathryn Armistead* 
Nashville

Richard Armstrong* 
Knoxville

Kathryn Barnett 
Nashville

Douglas T. Bates, III 
Centerville

Christopher Beauchamp* 
Lebanon

Judge Michael W. Binkley 
Franklin

Chief Justice Jeffrey S. Bivins 
Nashville 

Zan Blue 
Nashville 

Diana Bradford* 
Nashville

Amanda Bradley* 
Nashville

Kevin Bragg* 
Murfreesboro 

John P. Branham 
Nashville 

Judge Thomas W. Brothers 
Nashville 

G. Rhea Bucy 
Nashville 

Chancellor James F. Butler 
Jackson 

Colin Calhoun* 
Nashville

Connie Chadwick* 
Thompson’s Station

Justice Cornelia A. Clark 
Nashville 

Michael A. Colavecchio* 
Nashville

Richard L. Colbert 
Nashville 

Aaron Conklin 
Murfreesboro

Dixie W. Cooper 
Nashville 

Major Thom Corley* 
Jackson

Honorable Patricia Cottrell 
Nashville 

Larry Crain* 
Brentwood

Robert Allen Dalton* 
Lewisburg

Dawn Deaner 
Nashville

Judge Richard H. Dinkins 
Nashville 

Jacqueline B. Dixon 
Nashville 

Tom DuBois 
Columbia 

Nichole Dusche* 
Thompson’s Station

Sam D. Elliott 
Chattanooga 

Kimberly Faye* 
Nashville

Henry D. Fincher 
Cookeville 

Patrick A. Flynn 
Columbia 

J. Brooks Fox 
Nashville 

Jennifer Free* 
Jackson

Patrick Frogge 
Nashville 

Patti B. Garner* 
Hendersonville

Elizabeth Garrett* 
Nashville

Judge Brandon O. Gibson 
Jackson 

C.J. Gideon 
Nashville

Grant C. Glassford 
Brentwood

Judge William R.  
Goodman, III 
Clarksville

Jeremy Gourley* 
Smyrna

Judge Sharon Tyler Guffee* 
Franklin

Rachel Harmon 
Nashville 

Emily Harvey* 
Nashville

Jennifer Hedge* 
Camden

General Kim R. Helper 
Franklin

Eddie Herbert* 
Nashville

If you are an attorney  

or judge interested in  

learning more about being  

a mentor in the Rigorous  

Writing Program, 

 visit our website here: 

bit.ly/NSLmentor



A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

D ecades of political reporting complemented with a legal 
education produced a legendary career for Nashville School 
of Law alumnus Thomas Edward Humphrey, III, who was 

recognized in August by the Tennessee Journalism Hall of Fame.

Humphrey, one of four journalists inducted into the hall of fame 
last year, made his name as a seasoned reporter of politics as the 
Knoxville News Sentinel’s bureau chief in Nashville. 

Born in Columbia, Humphrey graduated from Maury County’s 
Central High School in 1956 before entering David Lipscomb 
College (now Lipscomb University). It was there that he first 
discovered journalism. 

“At Lipscomb, I went by the campus newspaper office one day out 
of curiosity and wound up writing a couple of articles,” he recalled. 
“At the time, I had zero notion of how to make a living. I thought 
about it and journalism struck me as pretty entertaining. I decided 
‘what the heck, I’d make that my major.’” 

Lipscomb lacked a major in journalism, so Humphrey transferred 
to the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. There, he worked 
for the school’s newspaper, The Daily Beacon, an experience he 
describes as “overwhelmingly interesting and entertaining.” For 
example, he was the paper’s night editor when civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis in April 
1968. His coverage of the tragedy earned the paper many awards. 

After college, he continued as a journalist with United Press 
International (UPI) with stops in Knoxville, Raleigh (N.C.), and 
Nashville. Through the years he covered everything – crime, violence, 
sports, business, and what he loved most: politics. 

While working at UPI, Humphrey thought about pursuing a law 
degree. His father, Thomas Edward Humphrey, Jr., was a respected 
attorney in Columbia. He also considered the idea of shifting 
careers. His natural choice was Nashville School of Law, which 
offered the most affordable legal training and night classes. 

He enjoyed his time at NSL, particularly the criminal law class 
taught by then-District Attorney Tom Shriver, and civil procedure 
by Doug Fisher, who later became a member of the NSL Board 
of Trust. 

“Both were extremely knowledgeable practitioners in their arena 
of expertise and gifted communicators,” Humphrey said.

He also recalled the study groups with friends.

“We’d form study groups, meet for hours at a time to review 
textbooks, case law, old tests, and wind up commiserating on 
personal matters and telling jokes at the same time,” he said. 

Upon his graduation from the School in 1983, Humphrey passed 
the Tennessee bar exam and considered going into law practice, 
but instead continued his journalism career. In 1984, he left UPI 
and took a job as the Nashville correspondent for the Knoxville 
News Sentinel, where he established himself as the go-to journalist 
on Capitol Hill in Nashville. 

“Tom is Capitol Hill,” said award-winning investigative journalist 
Jamie Satterfield of the Knoxville News Sentinel. “No one knows 
more about the sausage that is the making of our government 
than Tom. He is one of those rare types of journalists who had 
the courage to unmask the wrongs while treating the wrongdoers 
with courtesy and fairness. He has a way of writing sometimes-

complicated issues in a style that simplifies and enlightens, a  
real storyteller.” 

“Tom Humphrey worked for many years as the Knoxville News 
Sentinel’s state capitol bureau chief. He established a reputation 
as one of the most knowledgeable and trustworthy journalists in 
the state,” said Jack McElroy, editor of the Knoxville News Sentinel. 
“For many years he was the dean of the statehouse press corps. 
His intelligence and integrity earned him the respect of those he 
covered and those he competed against, as well as the readers and 
citizens he represented.” 

Humphrey said his legal training “gave me an understanding of 
the law and legal principles, which sometimes can be very helpful 
when dealing with people who make laws.” He also tried to live up 
to the motto one of his journalism professors taught him – FAFF 
for fair, accurate, fearless, and factual. 

His popular blog Humphrey on the Hill was a must-read for Tennesseans 
who cared about politics. Even though he retired from his Capitol 
Hill beat in 2014, Humphrey has continued his prolific blog while 
writing for The Tennessee Journal. 

“When blogging emerged as a journalistic platform, Humphrey on 
the Hill became a daily must-read for anyone who wanted to keep up 
with what was really happening in state government,” said McElroy.

Through the years, Humphrey shined a light on Capitol Hill politics, 
including the impact of lobbying. He said he is proud of spending 
time on examining the influence of lobbying during his career. As 
his many awards attest, Humphrey was a true credit to journalism 
and a voice for the people in his storied career.•

TOM HUMPHREY:

KING OF THE 
(CAPITOL) HILL

“HIS INTELLIGENCE 
AND INTEGRITY 

EARNED HIM THE 
RESPECT OF THOSE 
HE COVERED AND 

THOSE HE COMPETED 
AGAINST, AS WELL 
AS THE READERS 
AND CITIZENS HE 
REPRESENTED.”

— Jack McElroy
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Tom Humphrey

Tom Humphrey, a 1983 graduate of the School, has spent more than five decades as a journalist, most of that time with an eye toward political coverage.
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NASHVILLE SCHOOL 
OF LAW WELCOMES 
THE CLASS OF 2021

N early 100 students in the Class of 2021 
launched their Nashville School of Law 
careers by participating in a comprehensive 

new orientation program, designed from the ground 
up to promote success in their law school and 
professional careers.

The new orientation program immersed the students 
in two days of panel discussions, lectures, and other 
sessions designed to prepare them for their four-
year journey through Nashville School of Law. This 
orientation is an extension of the new curriculum 
introduced earlier in the year, which focuses on 
improving writing and legal analysis skills.

“A legal career begins long before one becomes a 
licensed attorney,” said President and Dean William 
C. Koch, Jr. “Our new orientation is designed to 
prepare students not only for law school, but also 
for the responsibilities that accompany being a 
member of the honorable profession.” 

Sessions included a professionalism panel moderated 
by Tennessee Court of Appeals Judge Frank G. 
Clement, Jr., an alumnus and member of the 
School’s Board of Trust; breakout sessions on 
ethical dilemmas; lectures on reading and briefing 
cases; and early insight into the bar exam. The 
students also heard from current students and 
alumni discussing their strategies for success at 
the School, as well as suggestions about how to 
manage time and stress.

The students also took an Oath of Professionalism, 
administered by Tennessee Supreme Court Justice 
Sharon Lee, who told the students they are starting 
on a great adventure. 

“Getting your law degree is like having somebody 
hand you a big ring full of keys and you can unlock 

any door that you want, and then once you unlock 
those doors, you can go down a hallway and unlock 
more doors. I hope you will be willing to open 
as many doors as you can and enjoy what you do 
every step of the way,” she said.

The 200-word oath asked the students to “strive 
to live up to the high standards and principles 
expected of this honorable profession,” and “to 
be a person of principle.”

Faculty members also joined the students for an 
evening reception at the School and while students 
registered on the last afternoon of the orientation, 
they could visit informational tables from the Board 
of Professional Responsibility, TLAP, Access to 
Justice, Westlaw, LexisNexis, BARBRI, and others. 

First-year student Ashley North returned to the 
School this fall after she found herself coming up 
short with a previous experience.

“When I first embarked on my journey to law 
school I had absolutely no idea what to expect,” 
she said. “The new revamped NSL orientation is 
such a tremendous asset to incoming law school 
students. Understanding and retaining the content 
presented during orientation is significant because it 
will allow students to remain prosperous throughout 
their law school endeavors.” 

As is the tradition for Nashville School of Law, the 
Class of 2021 comes from all corners of the state, 
as well as Georgia and Kentucky.  The students 
represent 39 cities and 42 undergraduate schools. 
The class of 2021’s 95 new students had a median 
LSAT score of 147 and a median undergraduate 
grade point average of 3.12. Approximately 16% 
of the students are minorities and the class is 
62% female.•

REVAMPED ORIENTATION IMMERSES NEW 
STUDENTS WITH TWO-DAY SESSION 

 1. The Nashville School of Law class of 2021. 

 2. Students Shakira King, Poppy Steele, and Debbie 
Davenport listen as they learn about the basics of 
law school.

 3. Greg Webb and Judge David Bragg, who teaches 
Secured Transactions and Sales, visit at a reception 
held for new students. 

 4. Professor Laura Dykes with students Kevin DeMar 
and Ellen Hendrickson.

 5. First-year students Matthew Sams and  
Colton Teague check out the composites from 
previous classes.

 6. Janean Overton and Nikki Richardson. Overton’s 
father is an alumnus of the School.

 7. Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Sharon Lee 
signs oaths of professionalism for all incoming NSL 
students. Justice Lee administered the oath during 
the School’s new two-day orientation.

 8. Contracts Professor Bill Harbison talks with first-
year student Helen Libanan.



A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

atie Lane Bailey wasn’t even old 
enough to vote when she knew that 
she wanted to be involved in public 

policy and the law.

As a sophomore at Portland High School, 
where she later graduated as valedictorian, 
Bailey set her sights on blending an education  
in law with having an impact on how 
government works.

“I knew then that I wanted to pursue a 
career in public policy,” Bailey said. “I wasn’t 
sure in what capacity, but I knew law school 
would be a part of that.” 

Today, Bailey works as an attorney and 
registered lobbyist in the downtown Nashville 
office of Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, 
LLP. She joined the firm in 2016 as a policy 
advisor and attorney in the government 
relations division.

Her path to Waller began while she was 
still in college and interning for U.S. Sen. 
Lamar Alexander in Washington, D.C. She 
loved the experience.

“Working for Senator Alexander gave me 
a deeper appreciation for public policy,” 
Bailey said. “It’s oftentimes a thankless job, 
always under scrutiny by someone. But it’s 
also very rewarding to know that you are 
serving a greater good.”

Her experience working for Sen. Alexander 
reaffirmed that public policy was her way 
to serve. After graduating in three and a 
half years as a President’s Scholar from 

Western Kentucky University, Bailey landed 
a job at the Tennessee State Legislature 
working for Rep. Richard Montgomery as 
a research analyst. She then had a brief 
stint as a legislative liaison for Gov. Bill 

Haslam at the Tennessee Department of 
Revenue, serving under then-Commissioner  
Richard Roberts. 

Because of her professional and family ties 
to Middle Tennessee, Bailey chose to attend 
Nashville School of Law even though she 
had received a scholarship to the Cecil C. 

Humphreys School of Law at the University 
of Memphis.

At NSL, she particularly enjoyed classes 
in Constitutional and First Amendment 
law taught by Dean William C. Koch, Jr. 
and Professor David Hudson., respectively. 

“I loved the content areas and the  
professors,” she said. “I thought it was really, 
really neat to be taught by a Tennessee 
Supreme Court Justice who has been a 
part of so much history in our state during 
his time under Gov. Alexander and on the 
bench,” she said of Dean Koch.

Professor Hudson taught several of  
Bailey’s classes.

“Mr. Hudson was, by far, one of the most 
interesting teachers I had at NSL. He is very 
passionate about what he teaches.” 

After graduating from NSL, Bailey worked 
as Director of Government Relations for 
the Tennessee Apartment Association and 
as Senior Policy Advisor at the law firm 
of Miller & Martin in Nashville before 
joining Waller. 

She has a strong message for current  
NSL students about the importance of 
perseverance. 

“You can do it! Law school is no doubt a test 
of endurance and patience, and preparation 
for the bar exam is even worse … it will be 
worth it when you’re done!”•

CATIE LANE BAILEY:  
PUBLIC POLICY GURU 
HAD CAREER GOALS 
IN SIGHT EARLY ON

C

“YOU CAN DO IT! 
LAW SCHOOL IS NO 
DOUBT A TEST OF 
ENDURANCE AND 

PATIENCE, AND 
PREPARATION FOR 
THE BAR EXAM IS 
EVEN WORSE…IT 
WILL BE WORTH 
IT WHEN YOU’RE 

DONE!”

— Catie Lane Bailey 

Catie Lane Bailey
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T he Nashville School of Law lost one 
of its most beloved professors with 
the passing of Patrick McHale, who 

taught Conflicts of Law for five years.

McHale, a graduate of Vanderbilt Law 
School, had a distinguished legal career 
that included his most recent position as 
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel for the 
Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct 
– a position he had held since 2009. 
He also had worked at Stewart, 
Estes, & Donnell, and with the 
Tennessee Department of Labor, 
where he focused on workers’ 
compensation. 

During a legal career that 
spanned nearly 40 years, he 
handled personal injury, real 
estate, workers’ compensation, 
and insurance law cases. 

But, it was his teaching at NSL and  
interactions with students that he valued 
the most.

“He was an entertaining lecturer, a gifted 
presenter, and very engaging with students,” 
said Melissa Morris (2015).

McHale started teaching Conflicts of Law at 
the School in 2012 when his close friend, 

Judge Steve Daniel, retired from teaching 
the same class. He previously had filled in 
as a substitute for Judge Daniel and often 
gave time to students outside of class for 
extra instruction and review sessions.

“Like all recent NSL graduates, I met Mr. 
Patrick McHale when I took his Conflicts 
class at the Nashville School of Law,” said 

Wayne Sutter (2014). “It was one of 
my favorite classes even though 

the material was complex. Mr. 
McHale possessed the rare ability 
to present very complex concepts 
so they could be understood by 
persons much less knowledgeable 

in the law than he.” 

McHale was respected by his 
colleagues as much as he was 
by the students. 

“He loved life, loved his family and friends, 
and loved NSL and its students,” says Judge 
Don Ash, who teaches Civil Procedure at the 
School. “He was a good man who honored 
his profession.” 

McHale died November 20th surrounded 
by family and friends. A memorial service 
was held at the School in December.•

NASHVILLE SCHOOL OF LAW 

MOURNS LOSS OF 
PROFESSOR MCHALE

I N  M E M O R I A M

“HE WAS AN 
ENTERTAINING 
LECTURER, A 

GIFTED PRESENTER, 
AND VERY 

ENGAGING WITH 
STUDENTS.”

— Melissa Morris

Patrick McHale



C onnie Chadwick and Rose Tignor share more than just 
DNA. They work together at their law firm Chadwick & 
Tignor, P.C., they were in the mortgage business together, 

and they both graduated from the Nashville School of Law.

“As sisters, best friends, and business partners there is not much 
that we don’t work together on,” Chadwick said. “We 
trust each other implicitly, which I know would not 
be possible with other partners.” 

The sisters’ close familial bonds started early in life in 
Fairview. Both their parents were deaf, obliging the 
sisters to learn sign language together as youngsters.

“In a way, we have been speaking and advocating for 
others our entire lives – having to speak for our parents 
in memories that go back to the very beginning,” 
Chadwick said. 

The business arrangement enables them to work together 
well, even though they practice very different areas of 
law. Chadwick focuses on civil litigation, family law, 
and personal injury. Tignor focuses on real estate and 
estate planning. Their offices are based in Williamson 
and Wilson counties.

“We do a lot together so it made sense that when Connie 
chose to go to NSL, then I would also go to NSL,” Tignor 
said. “It was the downturn of the mortgage market in 
2008 and we both considered that industry may no longer be viable. 
We were already business partners in the mortgage business so it 
made perfect sense to take on this venture together.” 

They pushed, prodded, and persuaded each other through the 
process at NSL. It helped that they had what they call a “built-in 
study group.” 

“We could rely on each other more heavily than possibly other 
students may have been able to rely on their study groups,” Tignor 
said. “In a sense, it was a bit of push and pull. When one of us 
felt like we wanted to give up, the other would push harder. It was 
quite honestly one of the reasons we made it through law school.”

They both graduated NSL in May 2014 and were 
successful on the July 2014 bar exam. 

“Studying for the bar is one that we will never forget,” 
Chadwick said. “It was the most intense experience 
that required the utmost discipline and endurance. 
Not forgetting that we are still sisters, we had more 
than a few squabbles during this time but also a lot 
of good laughs when we were delirious from studying 
so late at night.”

They went their separate ways for a couple years, but  
decided to form a law firm together. Both enjoy the 
partnership and reap its benefits. 

“We have always been self-employed, so it would be 
hard to imagine not being our own bosses,” Chadwick 
said. “Being your own boss isn’t easy though. It has 
taken many years of delegating responsibilities to each 
other, but now we have a system that works. We used 
to have to take our work out of town and never had a 
true vacation, but the longer we are self-employed the 
better we have gotten the hang of it.” 

The sisters love to travel together to outdoor parks across the 
United States. They have traveled to Yellowstone, Yosemite, the 
Grand Canyon, and Olympic National Park together, to name a few. 

“We travel more than ever – making it a true joy to be our own 
bosses and, yes, we do that together too,” Chadwick said.•

PARTNERS SINCE THE 
BEGINNING, SISTERS  
SHARE A LAW PRACTICE
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NEIL E. BARNES

MEGHAN LENORE BLACKWELL

JEFFREY WAYNE CAMPBELL

TALI GILES CANTERBURY

ALEXANDER WESLEY CLARK

TONYA RENEE CRAFT

WILLIAM BRIAN CREWS

CHRISTINA MARIE DENTON

CASEY WAYNE ELROD

MARK ALAN FRENCH BARRETT

ALYSSE NICOLE GREGORY

ANDREW THOMAS HELTON

REBECCA ELIZABETH HERNANDEZ

WILLIAM MCCAW JOHNSON

SONNYE ALEXANDER KNIGHT

JEFFREY NELSON KUYKENDALL

JOSEPH LEE LACKEY III

WILLIAM HAMNER LESLIE

MARCUS ALLEN LIPHAM

DANIEL MATTHIAS MARTIN

SHELBY LYNN MATHEWS

SHEILA YOUNGLOVE MINER

DEBORAH KAY MUMFORD

RONALD DOUGLAS NEELEY

ANDREW L. NUTT

TYLER RAY ORVICK

MELISSA ANN PARSONS

STANLEY CHADWICK PHILLIPS

WILLIAM WESTON POMY

RYAN WESLEY PRATT

MICHAEL STUART REXROAT

WILLIAM BONNER SANDERS, JR.

JESSICA LYNN SCHULTZ

ZACHARY TYLER SCOTT-TEMPLETON

CHRISTOPHER LYELL SLOAN

ANDREA LYNN SMITH

MELISSA GARRISON THOMAS

BRADLEY JOHN TRACY

CHADWICK ANTHONY TURNBOW

CHARLES MICHAEL VANCE

SARAH VIVET

BENNY GENE WHITE

CALLAN BRONNIMAN WILKERSON

EDWARD MILBURN WILLIAMS

TODD ERIC WINTERS

MEGAN SMITH ZARLING

NSL Serves as 
Backdrop to 
WNPT Interview 
with John Grisham
Nashville School of Law was proud to host 
Nashville Public Television’s A Word on 
Words as they recorded an interview with 
author John Grisham about his body of 
work and latest book, Camino Island. 

Host J.T. Ellison interviewed Grisham 
on camera in the trial courtroom. The 
three-minute show also featured visuals 
of the School’s law library. Although 
Camino Island’s beach novel plot is a 
departure from Grisham’s traditional 
legal thrillers, he couldn’t keep lawyers 
entirely out of the storyline.

“My goal was to write a complete novel with 
no lawyers in it, and I almost succeeded,” 
Grisham said in the piece, which first 
aired in September. “I got to the very 
end and had to have a couple of lawyers 
to clean up some mess.”

You can watch the entire video on the 
Nashville School of Law website at NSL.
law, or at awordonwords.org. A Word 
on Words is produced by WNPT and 
engages viewers on books and literary 
topics while also introducing viewers to 
interesting locations around Nashville. 
The show broadcasts on NPT Sundays at 
10:26 a.m., and Thursdays at 7:26 p.m.•

Photo above: Author John Grisham made a  
quick visit to the Nashville School of Law in  
June to record WNPT’s “A Word on Words”, 
discussing his latest novel, Camino Island,  
a decidedly non-legal work of fiction. 

JULY 2017 BAR  
EXAM SUCCESS LIST
Congratulations to these Nashville School of Law alumni 
who passed the July 2017 Tennessee bar exam. Welcome to 
the practice of law.

Connie Chadwick

Rose Tignor
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S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

F ourth-year law student Steve Jones became inspired to take 
on a legal education after watching his son go through the 
process at Belmont University College of Law. But, attending 

law school during the day simply was not an option.

Jones, a human resources director at Jack Daniel’s in Lynchburg, 
wasn’t looking to leave a job he enjoyed, but still wanted the 
experience a legal education offers. The only feasible option 
for him was the Nashville School of Law. It’s a choice Jones 
does not regret, but one he rather relishes. 

“NSL works perfectly for me and other working adults,” 
Jones explains. “I’m able to balance a full-time career, 
family, and still be able to go to school at night. If it 
were not for the night classes, there is no way I could 
have done this.” 

Jones previously worked in the apparel industry in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, and for the Sara Lee Corporation 
in North Carolina. He also worked for a Nissan supplier before 
settling in Lynchburg and accepting employment with Jack Daniel’s, 
where has been for nearly 20 years. 

But Jones’s wealth of experience hasn’t stopped him from pursing 
law school with vigor.

“I have enjoyed meeting and working with the other students,” 
Jones said. “Most are half my age and are my children’s age. It has 
been exciting to see them and myself succeed.” 

That kind of accomplishment is not something that comes easy 
in law school. A successful legal education is not easy for anyone, 
and Jones is no exception.

“The biggest surprise to me was the time it took me to get back 
into being a student,” he said. “It had been nearly 30 years since I 
had formally been a student.” 

Jones graduated from Auburn University with a degree in industrial 
operations management. He always had an interest in the law, but 
he shelved that interest while developing his career and supporting 

his family. 

Key to his enjoyment at law school have been the  
relationships he has forged with many of his classmates. 

“At times, we commiserate together when we don’t 
succeed as much as we thought,” he acknowledged. 
But, he appreciates the practical knowledge he has 
acquired from his instructors. 

“I have had some very dedicated and knowledgeable 
professors, who I believe focus on the pragmatic aspects 

of law, not just theory.” 

Like many law school students, especially those at NSL, he gives 
credit to his family for supporting him on his law school journey. 

“I could not have made this happen without the support of my 
wife, Paige, or our youngest child, Cooper,” he says. “They have 
made it possible for me by taking up the slack on our small farm.”

Jones looks forward to graduating from law school and utilizing his 
law degree in his current position as Director of Human Resources 
at Jack Daniel’s. After retiring, he will use his human resources 
and law school experience to keep himself busy.•

H eather Meshell is deeply and personally committed to social 
justice issues and hopes to put her law school experience 
to use helping victims of domestic and sexual violence in 

a meaningful way. 

Born in Nashville, Meshell, a third-year student at NSL, grew up 
in nearby La Vergne, where she also went to high school. She then 
attended Middle Tennessee State University, earning a degree 
in sociology. 

The thought of attending law school first came to Meshell 
while working with the Tennessee Democratic Party 
in 2014. During an executive committee meeting, the 
chairman asked how many people in the room had a 
law degree.

“At that time, several respected community leaders stood 
up,” she recalls. “These were men and women that I 
desired to work alongside to effectuate policy change 
in Tennessee. Seeing so many of them stand in unison made it 
clear to me that pursing a legal degree was the next step for me to 
be able to acquire the skills I needed to engage in effective public 
policy advocacy.” 

She chose NSL because it allowed her to continue her full-time 
job while attending classes at night. While in law school, she has 
particularly enjoyed hearing the Tennessee Supreme Court conduct 
oral arguments at the School and witnessing the progression of the 
cases through her studies.

“I was privileged to be present when the Supreme Court heard 
State v. McCormick,” she said. “Their ruling on the community 
caretaking doctrine changed search and seizure law in this state. 
Two years later, I was tested on this change during my Tennessee 
Constitutional Law class. It is remarkable that I witnessed this 
case that resulted in a significant change to search and seizure 
law in Tennessee.” 

Meshell currently works at the Sexual Assault Center of Tennessee 
as a Sexual Assault Response Team Coordinator. She collaborates 

with police, nurses, prosecutors, and advocates to help four counties 
(Davidson, Cheatham, Sumner, and Williamson) formalize protocols 
on responding to sexual assault. She previously worked at the 
Tennessee Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence, including 
as their Director of Community Engagement and Advocacy.

Meshell is devoted to her work, and her passion for justice in this 
area is fueled by personal experience.

“I’ve been advocating against interpersonal violence from 
a young age,” she said. “I am a survivor of childhood 
sexual assault and went on the local news at the age 
of 7 years old to encourage others to report sexual 
abuse. I experienced firsthand some of the barriers 
and limitations of the criminal justice system.” 

Her commitment to social justice is inspiring. While 
she celebrates social progress, such as the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s invalidation of same-sex marriage bans in 

Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), she knows there is much more work 
to be done.

“The only thing oppression needs to thrive is silence and I will 
never be silent,” Meshell said. “I can’t imagine a life where I ever 
stop talking about injustice and stop fighting to create a better world 
for all. It’s the most compelling conviction I have ever experienced 
and it’s the motivating factor for me in attending law school.” 

She hopes to use her law degree to help “criminal defendants who 
are victims of domestic and sexual violence.” 

“I want to see a criminal justice system that understands trauma 
and responds to survivors of interpersonal violence in a supportive 
manner that allows them to tap into their inner resilience to not 
only survive, but thrive after trauma.” Meshell said. “Often the 
practical effect of a system ill-equipped to support survivors leads 
to a cycle of self-medication and criminal activity.”•

STEVE JONES:  

SON INSPIRES HUMAN 
RESOURCES VETERAN  
TO MAKE THE JUMP  
INTO LAW SCHOOL 

HEATHER MESHELL:  

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUELS 
STUDENT DOWN PATH  
TO LEGAL EDUCATION

Steve Jones

Heather Meshell



1978

S T A N  R E Y N O L D S  has been appointed 
to preside over the recently recreated Dickson 
Municipal Court. The Dickson City Council 
unanimously approved Mayor Don L. Weiss Jr.’s 
recommendation.

1979
Judge M A R K  F I S H B U R N  was appointed to 
the Tennessee Private Probation Services Council. 
The Council regulates and oversees the conduct 
of private probation services in the state.

1980
DAV I D  E .  H I G H  of High Law Office in 
Nashville has been selected by his peers for inclusion 
in the 2018 edition of The Best Lawyers in America 
in Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs.

Judge Allegra Walker has appointed attorney 
R E N A R D  H I R S C H ,  S R .  to serve as the referee 
for the Nashville General Sessions Environmental 
Court. The court oversees enforcement of Metro 
Code violations, including regulation of short-
term rentals, trash and pets. Hirsch has been an 
attorney for more than 30 years, most recently 
at Smith & Hirsch. He previously served as an 
instructor at the School.

The National Board of Trial Advocacy has recertified 
M A R L E N E  E S K I N D  M O S E S , founding 
manager of MTR Family Law, PLLC, as a family 
trial advocate.

1983
K AT I E  E D G E , a member at Butler Snow, was 
named to Nashville Business Journal’s 2017 Power 
100: Dealmakers for her work in the banking 
industry. Edge has also been an instructor at 
the School. 

20 21

T O M  H U M P H R E Y , retired Nashville 
Bureau Chief for the Knoxville News Sentinel 
and contributing editor for the Tennessee Journal, 
was inducted into the Tennessee Journalism Hall 
of Fame. Humphrey wrote a popular blog and 
weekly column for the News Sentinel and covered 
Capitol Hill politics for almost 40 years. 

1984 
A N N E  L .  R U S S E L L  of Adams and Reese’s 
Nashville office was named to the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America. Her work in 
litigation and controversy – tax was cited. Russell 
has also taught Wills at the School. 

1990
The Tennessee District Public Defenders Conference 
has elected D O N N A  O R R  H A R G R OV E 
to serve as the president of the Conference 
for 2017-2018. Hargrove is the district public  
defender for the 17th Judicial District, which 
includes Bedford, Lincoln, Marshall and Moore 
counties. She was elected to the position in  
1998, 2006 and 2014. Prior to this, she was an 
assistant public defender for five years. She has 
previously served as secretary/treasurer and 
vice president for the Conference, as well as a 
representative for the Middle District on the 
Conference’s executive committee. 

R O G E R  H O R N E R  has taken a position 
as Senior Legal Editor with “Practical Law,” an 
online legal resource from Thomson Reuters. 
Horner starts the new role in January after his 
retirement as city attorney for Brentwood, where 
he served for 33 years.

1995
T R I S H A  L .  H E N E G A R  was selected as 
one of three finalists by the Trial Court Vacancy 
Commission for the Circuit Court Judge vacancy 
in the 17th Judicial District. Henegar, a Shelbyville 
resident, is self-employed with Wilson and Henegar.

1998 
B A R R Y  T I D W E L L  has been appointed 
by Gov. Bill Haslam to serve as Circuit Court 
judge in Rutherford and Cannon counties. Judge 
Tidwell previously was a general sessions judge.

1999
J O H N  H .  R I C H A R D S O N ,  J R .  was 
selected as one of three finalists by the Trial Court 
Vacancy Commission for the Circuit Court Judge 
vacancy in the 17th Judicial District. Richardson, 
of Fayetteville, is a sole practitioner with McCown, 
Richardson and McCown.

2000
The Tennessee Chiropractic Association 
has honored D R .  M A R Y  B A B I A N  of 
Chattanooga 2017 Conference Honoree, their  
highest recognition.

Lebanon’s S UA N N E  B O N E , assistant  
executive director of the Tennessee District Public 
Defenders Office, was recently profiled in the 
Wilson Post’s “Women of Wilson” feature.

T E D  A .  C R O Z I E R , Circuit Court Judge 
for the 19th Judicial District in Montgomery 
and Robertson Counties, was among four new 
judges who attended the Administrative Office 
of the Court’s Judicial Academy earlier this year.

M I K E  H A G A R  has been 
appointed by Nashville Police 
Chief Steve Anderson to Deputy 
Chief for the newly created 
Executive Services Bureau. 
Hagar was captain over the 
Strategic Development Division 
and is a 27-year MNPD veteran. 
The Executive Services Bureau 
is composed of the Strategic Development, 
Accreditation, and Crime Analysis components.

2001
R O B I N  VA N C E , who has her own law office, 
was recently profiled in the Wilson Post’s “Women 
of Wilson” feature.

2003
D O M I N I C  L E O N A R D O  was one of three 
finalists selected by the Trial Court Vacancy 
Commission for the Criminal Court Judge vacancy 
in the 20th Judicial District – Davidson County. 
Leonardo practices with Kooperman, Mondelli 
& Leonardo and serves as a council member 
for Nashville Metropolitan Council’s District 1.

CLASS NOTES: CLASS OF 1974 
CELEBRATES  
43 YEARS

T he class of 1974 held its annual reunion at the Donoho Hotel 
in Red Boiling Springs. The class has been gathering annually 
for a number of years at the hotel, which is owned by class of 

’74 member Bob Stroop. Board of Trust member John Rochford and 
former faculty member Larry Williams, 2017 Recognition Dinner 
Alumni Honoree, are also among the members of the class.•

 1. Janet and George Burke with Bill Shuff

 2. Members of the Nashville School of Law class of 1974: (front row) 
John Rochford, George Burke, Larry Williams, John McLemore; 
(back row) Bob Stroop, Bill Shuff, and Jackson Downey

 3. The group gathers for breakfast at the Donoho Hotel, where the 
reunion has been held for several years. 

 4. Carol and John Rochford

 5. Carolyn and John McLemore

1.

3.

4. 5.

2.

Dickson city attorney Jerry Smith administers the 
oath of office to Stan Reynolds, officially making 
him municipal judge in that city. 

Mike Hagar 
(2000)
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Brian Neal Joins 
Nashville School  
of Law Faculty

Nashville attorney 
Brian Neal, a 
partner at Burr & 
Forman, has joined 
the Nashv i l le 
School of Law’s 
facult y, teaching 
Conflicts of Law to 4L 
students. Neal replaces 
longtime Conflicts of Law professor Patrick 
McHale, who died in November.

At Burr, Neal practices in the firm’s Labor 
& Employment and Torts, Insurance, 
and Product Liability sections where he 
concentrates on labor and employment 
disputes, complex commercial disputes, and 
trial work in bad-faith insurance defense 
and workers’ compensation cases.

Neal has served as counsel to publicly 
traded companies in numerous contractual 
disputes involving the successful defense of 
claims concerning procurement of breach, 
violations of non-competition agreements, 
and the unauthorized use of trade secrets. 
Neal has also successfully defended major 
medical device manufacturers in product 
liability actions, and insurance companies 
in actions alleging bad faith, in addition 
to claims concerning complex third-party 
coverage issues.

Neal has also occasionally substituted for 
his colleague Clark Spoden, who teaches 
Remedies at the School.•
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2006
B E N J A M I N  S .  B U R T O N  of Sevierville 
has been selected to serve as 
an administrative law judge 
with the Social Security 
Administration. He will serve 
at the Office of Disability 
Adjudication and Review in 
St Louis, Missouri. Burton 
worked for the Social Security 
Administration prior to entering 
private practice and is one of only 61 Board Certified 
Social Security Trial Specialists nationwide.

2007
S T E P H E N  S M I T H  has been named Chief 
of Staff by Gov. Bill Haslam to oversee day-to-day 
operations of the governor’s office and serve as top 
advisor and strategist. Smith joined the governor’s 
office in August 2016 and most recently served 
as Senior Advisor to the governor.

2008
R E E N  B A S K I N  was named Communications 
Director for Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam’s 
administration, a cabinet-level position on his 
senior staff. She was previously Deputy Director 
of Customer-focused Government and Director of 
Alternative Workplace Solutions for the Tennessee 
Office of Customer- Focused Government. Baskin 
was also named to the Nashville Business Journal’s 
40 Under 40 list for 2017. 

B E N  B E N N E T T , an attorney with Bennett 
& Scarlett in Murfreesboro, was selected as one 
of three finalists by the Trial Court Vacancy 
Commission for the Circuit Court Judge vacancy 
in the 16th Judicial District – Rutherford and 
Cannon Counties.

M .  W Y AT T  B U R K  was appointed by Gov. 
Bill Haslam for the Circuit Court Judge vacancy 
in the 17th Judicial District. Burk, of Shelbyville, 
was with Bobo, Hunt, White, and Burk.

2010
Clarksville Mayor Kim McMillan has named 
H E AT H E R  F L E M I N G  as Chief of Staff. 
Fleming joined Mayor McMillan’s administration 
in August 2016 as staff attorney. She practiced 
law in Nashville before working for the city.

E L I Z A B E T H  WA I T E S , a Nashville attorney, 
has been appointed by Mayor Megan Barry to 
be Nashville’s Metropolitan Clerk. Waites had 
practiced at Cobb & Waites, where she was a 
partner for two years after being in private practice 
the previous five years.

2012
D I A N E  B R A D F O R D  has been named to 
an adjunct faculty position at Middle Tennessee 
State University. She will be working with the 
Human Services Department.

G E O F F R E Y  D OV E R  was sworn in as an 
assistant district attorney in the 4th Judicial 
District. Dover was a member of Cooper’s Inn 
Honor Society and won the School’s Moot Court 
Award. The District Attorney General in the 
4th Judicial District is Jimmy Dunn, a 1986 
graduate of the School. Dover previously served as 
a law clerk for Tennessee Claims Commissioner 
William O. Shults.

C H A R L O T T E  E N G L I S H  has been 
promoted to Vice President and Trust Officer 
at Cumberland Trust in Nashville.

G E O R G E  S PA N O S  was selected for 
the Nashville Bar Association’s Nashville Bar  
Foundation Leadership Forum.

2013
B R I T T A N Y  S T E V E N S 
was voted Favorite Elected 
Official in the Daily News 
Journal’s Ruthies Awards 
for Rutherford and Cannon 
Counties. Stevens is the Smyrna 
Court Clerk.

J O H N  W I L K S  was selected for the Nashville 
Bar Association’s Nashville Bar Foundation 
Leadership Forum.

2014
WA Y N E  S U T T E R  is a litigation specialist 
in the Tobacco Enforcement Division of the 
Tennessee Attorney General and Reporter’s Office.

2015
S E A N N A L Y N  B R A N D M E I R  is a 
Procurement and Contracting Manager with 
the State of Tennessee, Dept of Finance and 
Administration, Division of Benefits Administration.

K E L L E Y  L .  G R O OV E R  has been appointed 
Assistant Attorney General for the State of 
Tennessee. She will work in the office’s Public 
Interest Division, focusing primarily on false 
claims cases. 

J A M E S  V I N C E  W I T T Y , principal of Metro 
Nashville Public Schools Virtual School, was 
named by the Nashville Chamber of Commerce 
and YP Nashville as a finalist in the education 
category for the Nashville Emerging Leader Award.

2016
M I C H E A L  J O N E S  is handling TBI public 
information communications for the western 
region of the state. Based in the Jackson office, 
he provides services to Judicial Districts 24 
through 30, which comprise 21 counties in 
the West Tennessee region. Jones formerly 
served as the Director of Communications 
for the Tennessee Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services.

2017
J O E  L .  L AC K E Y,  I I I  has joined forces 
with his father, attorney Joe Lackey, Jr., in 
Nashville.

Nashville-based law firm 
Rudy Winstead Turner 
has named S H E L B Y 
M AT H E W S  as an attorney. 
Mathews joined the firm as 
a paralegal in September 
2015 while attending law 
school. Mathews works on 
complex cases involving 
estate planning, commercial business and 
commercial real estate.

A N D R E W  N U T T  has taken an associate 
position with Lannom and Williams, a criminal 
defense firm in Lebanon.

C H A D  P H I L L I P S  is an associate with 
Sutherland and Belk, a personal injury firm 
in Nashville.

R Y A N  P R AT T  is with Ortale Kelley, which 
has practices in multiple areas including real 
estate, professional malpractice, and general 
insurance defense.•
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Brian Neal

BOARD & FACULTY UPDATES: 

DA N  B E R E X A  has been elected to a four-year 
term on the Board of Directors of the Nashville 
Bar Association. Berexa teaches Civil Trial  
Practice and previously taught Third-Year Moot 
Court at the School.

L A R R Y  B R I D G E S M I T H 
was awarded the Tennessee Bar 
Association’s President’s award 
for providing legal technology 
support and instruction to the 
state bar in June. Bridgesmith 
also was awarded the Janice M. 
Holder Award by the Tennessee 
Alliance for Legal Services for providing technology 
support to the pro bono legal services community 
in August.  

J U D G E  A N G E L I T A  B L A C K S H E A R 
D A LT O N , who teaches General Sessions  
Practicum at the School, was appointed by Gov. 
Bill Haslam for the Criminal Court Judge vacancy 
in the 20th Judicial District – Davidson County. 
Judge Dalton, who began teaching at the School 
in 2017, was presiding judge of the general sessions 
courts in Davidson County and had been a general 
sessions judge since 2006.

J U D G E  M A R S H A L L  L .  DAV I D S O N , 
I I I , who serves as presiding judge of the Workers’ 
Compensation Appeals Board, had an article 
published in the November issue of the Tennessee 
Bar Journal Oral Argument: Where the Wheels Can 
Fall Off an Appeal. Judge Davidson teaches Torts 
I and II at the School. 

R A M O N A  D E S A LVO  is organizing the 
Nashville Bar Association’s Diversity Summit, 
which will be held at Nashville School of Law on 
March 1, 2018. DeSalvo, in addition to teaching 
at the School, is an advisor for the School’s Sports 
and Entertainment Law Society.

H A R L A N  D O D S O N  was selected by his 
peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© 
2018. Dodson was recognized for his work in 
five practice areas: Commercial Transactions/
UCC Law, Corporate Law, Litigation-Trusts and 
Estates, Non-Profit/Charities Law, and Real Estate 
Law. Professor Dodson teaches Estate Planning 
at the School.

Board of Trust Chairman A U B R E Y  
H A R W E L L ,  J R .  was awarded Nashville  
Business Journal’s Lifetime Achievement award 
for Best of the Bar. Harwell is a founding partner 
at Neal & Harwell. The publication referred to 
Harwell as a “legal giant.”

C A N D I  H E N R Y  has been selected to the 2017 
Mid-South Rising Stars list published by Super 
Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business. This is her 
fourth consecutive appearance on the Mid-South 
Rising Stars list. Professor Henry leads the Legal 
Skills and Values I curriculum. 

DAV I D  L .  H U D S O N ,  J R .  was named a 
Justice Robert H. Jackson Fellow by the Foundation 
for Individual Rights in Education. He presented or 
co-presented keynote addresses on First Amendment 
topics at the University of Nevada-Reno, Kent  
State University, and at the New Hampshire Council 
for Social Studies conference. He also was a panelist 
at the Wiley A. Branton Symposium at Howard 
Law School. 

D E A N  W I L L I A M  C .  K O C H ,  J R .  
served as the Financial Capability Subcommittee 
Chair for Nashville Mayor Megan Barry’s Economic 
Inclusion Advisory Committee. The group 
issued a report containing recommendations 
to build a more financially inclusive city by 
increasing financial literacy, empowerment and 
capability. Key among the recommendations was 
commissioning an impact analysis of proposed 
and existing court fines, fees and taxes, and 
the collateral consequences affecting financial 
security and capability.

Former Nashville Mayor B I L L  P U R C E L L , 
who teaches Public Advocacy at the School, was 
named by Nashville Mayor Megan Barry to lead a 
new task force that’s charged with identifying ways 
to ensure safety, affordability and inclusiveness 
of corridors affected in the city’s proposed $5.2 
billion transit plan.•

Brittany Stevens 
(2013)

Shelby Mathews 
(2017)

Benjamin Burton 
(2006)
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May 26, 2018 
Graduation

June 8, 2018 
Recognition Dinner

2018 will mark the  
25th Anniversary of the  

Nashville School of Law Recognition  
Dinner. Watch your mailbox  

and inbox for details of  
this special celebration.

Dates to  
Remember..


